Messages - spells & charms



Message: 4731

Subject: Re: Still puzzled...(spoiler)

Author: catlady_de_los_angeles

Date/Time: 7/21/00 12:11 am

Reply to: 4718



> BTW, anyone else notice that Avada Kedavra sounds an awful lot like Abracadabra?



Yes, but first I noticed that Kedavra sounds like Cadaver. 





Message: 4750

Subject: Re: Still puzzled...(spoiler)

Author: Carlsson79

Date/Time: 7/21/00 8:50 am

Reply to: 4718
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BTW, anyone else notice that Avada Kedavra sounds an awful lot like Abracadabra?



I noticed that immediately too - how can you explain muggles knowing it though? Do you reckon medieval dafty muggles saw it being used, and tried it with sticks - forgor what it did - and just remembered it was magic of some sort? Then it got all mixed up... 





Message: 4756

Subject: Re: Still puzzled...(spoiler)

Author: rainy_lilac

Date/Time: 7/21/00 10:12 am

Reply to: 4750



I also thought that "kedavra" sounds very close to "cadaver" Maybe we should do some scouring in dictionaries.... 





Message: 4786

Subject: Re: Still puzzled...(spoiler)

Author: Danemead

Date/Time: 7/21/00 12:27 pm

Reply to: 4750



>>>>I noticed that immediately too - how can you explain muggles knowing it though? Do you reckon medieval dafty muggles saw it being used, and

 tried it with sticks - forgor what it did - and just remembered it was magic of some sort? Then it got all mixed up... <<<<<



Kinda like Hermione's "Wonky-Faint" maneuver? Or Hagrid's "Bong-Sewer" to Madame Maxime..... Never attempt an unknown phrase without a license! 





Message: 4789

Subject: (spoiler) what's the magic word?

Author: flying_ford_anglia

Date/Time: 7/21/00 12:48 pm

Reply to: 4756
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This is the result of a bit of web surfing and a bit of dictionary surfing: -



Abracadabra is one of the most ancient of all charms, used to protect the user from disease, toothache, and spiritual assault. When recited or chanted, it is spoken repeatedly, each repetition dropping the last letter until only the letter A remains.



Abracadabra is said to have originated in one of two ways:



- from the Hebrew declaration "he brachah dabarah" (speak the blessing); 



- from the Hebrew words "Ah, Ben and Ruch a Cadsch" (Father, Son and Holy Spirit). 



The literal translation is something like "I bless the dead".



Avada Kedavra - is a little closer to "I crave death" - avere/avid being derived from the French for "to covet", and kedavra, being close to "cadaver", or dead body, as we've noted.



And now, I'll pull a rabbit out of my hat.



Neil 





Message: 6355

Subject: Re: US/UK English (was# of Students Each

Author: catlady_de_los_angeles

Date/Time: 8/9/00 1:01 am

Reply to: 6275



> 'bogies' in the UK but 'boogers' in the US :-)



I have SS (American) and it contains a reference to The Curse of the Bogies and I always wonder whether the Americanizer just forgot to translate it to The Curse of the Boogers, or is it the curse of the (to quote dictionary.com)

1.(also bg, bg). An evil or mischievous spirit; a hobgoblin. 

2.(also bg, bg). A cause of annoyance or harassment. 

3b.One golf stroke over par on a hole. 

4.Slang. An unidentified flying aircraft. 

5.Slang. A detective or police officer. 





Message: 6435

Subject: More Thoughts: The Mechanics of Magic

Author: mikesusangray

Date/Time: 8/9/00 4:31 pm

Reply to: 



There seem to be three subjects that have to do with the actual machanics of magic: Charms, Transfiguration and Potions. Is transfig. a specialized sub-category of charms or is there a basic distinction between the two? And where do curses, hexes and jinxes fit in? Are they all just terms for nasty charms or are they an entirely different sort of magic?



Mike 





Message: 6577

Subject: Re: Good-Guy Snape

Author: catlady_de_los_angeles

Date/Time: 8/10/00 10:02 pm

Reply to: 6574



> I think Snape was the first to concoct the Wolfsbane Potion.



I just had a thought about Wolfsbane Potion in my sleep last night. Because Remus is (at least) a perfectly competent wizard, but cannot make his own Wolfsband Potion, I had been assuming that it is a *very* difficult potion to make, therefore requiring to be made by someone who is exceptionally talented at Potions in particular not just magic in general. In fact, I used that as 'evidence' that people with meagre magic (only one step above Squibs) are handicapped at Potions as well as Charms and Transfiguration.



But I suddenly thought that maybe it has nothing to do with being a difficult potion, it's just that a werewolf can't make Wolfsbane Potion. Maybe because one or more of the ingredients is poisonous to him in its unblended, raw form. Maybe it's just that the Potion won't work if made by a werewolf. 





Message: 5793

Subject: guilty?

Author: dogspoon

Date/Time: 8/5/00 1:29 am

Reply to: 



There are so many cases in which someone has been accused of and even punished for crimes they did not commit (i.e. Hagrid and Black). Am I the only one that has wondered about truth charms or potions? Even though a summer at the Dursley's makes for a good opening, I sure would like to see HP happy at home for once. Now that I think of it though, maybe the whole Pettigrew, Black, Lupin incident was a big set up to get HP closer to the enemy. 





Message: 3754

Subject: Little bit of a spoiler!

Author: norevoli

Date/Time: 7/10/00 5:01 pm

Reply to: 



put a little space...
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Anyway, I was just wondering about 2 little things!!



*ahem*

1) Now we know why Harry has to stay with the Dursley's. Voldemort finally reveals to us that the Dursley's house has been very very very well protected by magic... I suppose if the Dursley's ever found out that their house wasn't "normal" anymore they would be seething!



2) I've become even more curious about what exactly happened on the night that Harry's parents died. Priori Incantatem, as dumbledore states, that it causes the spells in the wand to take a reverse effect. Dumbledore even says that the "Last murders the wand performed " ... came out of voldemort's wand "in reverse order.."



So, does this mean that Lily died before James did? It would be the obvious answer since she was the last to come out of the wand therefore making her ... the first to die out of the echoes that came back



norevoli 







Message: 1069

Subject: Charms Pop Quiz Answers

Author: sarvalsha

Date/Time: 4/14/00 9:29 pm

Reply to: 



Here are the answers to the Charms Pop Quiz:



1. Alohomora - opens locked doors (Hermione used this a number of times).



2. Dissendium - opens the entrance to the passageway to Honeydukes (the hump-backed, one eyed witch statue).



3. Impervious - repels water (Hermione used it during a Quidditch match to keep the rain off Harry's glasses).



4. Locomotor Mortis - leg locking spell (Draco practiced it on Neville).



5. Wingardium Leviosa - levitating spell (they studied it in class, then Ron used it to knock out the troll). 



Bonus question: Peskipiksi Pesternomi - Lockhart used this to try to control the pixies but it didn't work.



Voice lady got all the answers right and in a very short time so it will up to her to come up with a new activity.



Margaret 





Message: 2223

Subject: Re: Mysteries & Inconsistencies

Author: triner2001

Date/Time: 6/18/00 9:43 pm

Reply to: 



Here are some of my thoughts.

1. How did Hagrid and Dumbledore get the Potter's bank key and Invisibility Cloak? Perhaps when they discussed the Fidelius charm w/ Dumbldore James gave them to him just in case. Obviously they knew Voldemort was after them

2. Spending the summer @ Hogwarts. Remember in CoS when Tom Riddle is told by the old Headmaster that that is not possible? 

3. Ron explaining the owl. Well, the truth always is a nice touch. Although, when his mom hears about it...you never know how she'll react!

4. You'll notice Harry's scar only hurts when Voldemort is around.

5. I'm not going to get into why there wasn't 2 of H & H when Lupin was looking at the map, but perhaps he was so stunned to see Pettigrew that's all he paid attention to. As for Snape, well obviously Moony, Wormtail, Padfoot & Prongs magicked some safeguards into it in the event it fell into unfriendly hands--Snape, Filch, any professor.

Trina 





Message: 2316

Subject: Harry & the Dursleys

Author: pt4ever

Date/Time: 6/19/00 3:21 pm

Reply to: 2288



>>>

This thing about Harry *having* to stay with the 

Dursleys every summer is my No.1 dilemma at the moment. I've had a thought though - maybe it has nothing to do with the Dursleys at all. Maybe it's '4 Privet Drive' that is somehow protecting Harry from Voldemort. Could Dumbledore have placed a protective spell on the house? 

>>>



Perhaps there is a Fidelus Charm on the Dursley's house and Dumbledore (or perhaps McGonagall, maybe even Hagrid) is Secret-Keeper. That way, if Voldemort somehow tried to find Harry during the summer, he wouldn't be able to do so, which is why Harry must stay there. 



When Harry is at Hogwarts, staying with the Weasleys, or in Diagon Alley, there are so many other witches and wizards around that he doesn't have to worry about being protected.



Just a thought...



-- JoAnna 





Message: 2325

Subject: Re: Harry & the Dursleys

Author: Danemead

Date/Time: 6/19/00 3:48 pm

Reply to: 2316



>>>>Perhaps there is a Fidelus Charm on the Dursley's house and Dumbledore (or perhaps McGonagall, maybe even Hagrid) is Secret-Keeper. That way, if Voldemort somehow tried to find Harry

 during the summer, he wouldn't be able to do so, which is why Harry must stay there. <<<<<



Good point... When Harry storms out in Book 3, everyone goes berserk trying to find him before Sirius Black does. Were there people watching the house? Harry sees Sirius only a few blocks from where he lives, just before the Knight Bus picks him up. Did the wizard community feel that Harry was "safe" at the Dursley's, but not outside the house? Dobby got into the house in Book 2, so if there's something protecting Harry, it's obviously not impervious. 



Message: 3152

Subject: Re: Giveaway Names

Author: striga_2000

Date/Time: 7/1/00 2:33 pm

Reply to: 3149



i actually find it fun finding out what the names mean, it adds a sortof puzzle to the book as well as the plot. I have also found that alot of names of people and objects in the book are derivved from latin e.g patronus is protecter in latin, fidelus is faith in latin, and have you noticed that the dog star is CALLED sirius just like black, i think the things she does with the charactures names is very clever.

salvere iubere,

striga 





Message: 3904

Subject: Re: Bill Weasley

Author: flying_ford_anglia

Date/Time: 7/11/00 5:50 pm

Reply to: 3901



"I picture a guy in tie die T-shirts and Birkenstock sandals."



Ugh, no! Much more biker boots and waistcoats (vests) - a well-dressed biker-cum-roustabout. But if Bill is say, 21, dressing like that is probably just a phase. Once he has his eye on that senior position, he'll cut the hair and lose the earring. 



"Who else thinks Bill will play a role in the fight against V. in future books..."



Hmmm - not sure about this. The Weasleys are truly Harry's surrogate family now, so Bill would be like the big brother he never had if he sticks around long enough. The problem with minor characters like Bill Weasley is that they have "please kill me" stamped on their foreheads, so perhaps being killed by V in an heroic struggle is his destiny. 

 

Sorry, I'm veering off into the Weasleys now... tut, tut. I just cannot understand the old fashioned magic that Dumbledore wove that obliges Harry to stay with the Dursleys every summer. Couldn't he just cast a similar spell over The Burrow and let him stay with his Wheezy?



Neil 





Message: 4065

Subject: Anti-Potter Posters Spell

Author: DaughteroftheDust

Date/Time: 7/12/00 3:57 pm

Reply to: 



here's a handy spell for you



lift your wand high and say:

*IGNORAMUS!!!*



But it only works if you continue to go about your business as if they weren't here. 





Message: 4161

Subject: More Brain Fever

Author: Orrianne

Date/Time: 7/13/00 5:04 am

Reply to: 
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5) THE WANDS: Someone please help me on this one. I thought that the spells came out of Voldemorts wand backwards, right? For some reason, I was always under the impression that James Potter was killed /before/ Lily Potter. That Voldemort killed James and than came after Lily, who was protecting the baby. However, since Lily came last, it means that Lily was killed first, and /then/ James was killed, right? Have I got this wrong somehow?



Also, about the wands, I think that we must assume that Wormtail used Voldemort's wand to kill Cedric. Voldemort told Wormtail to kill Cedric. I find it odd, though, that later Dumbledore tells everyone that it was Voldemort who killed Cedric - or that Sirius doesn't go ballistic knowing that Wormtail killed someone else /again/ for Voldemort.



6) I think there's a good reason why the cup had to be the Portkey. First of all, I'm not sure they could see that far into the maze to know that Harry was gone. Secondly, how can you turn a spell like mist into a portkey? Or turn a spider into a portkey? You have to use an object as a portkey, and I think most of the other things inside the maze were all spells or creatures, none of which would have worked.





Message: 4225

Subject: RE: Protecting Harry - SPOILER 

Author: mikesusangray

Date/Time: 7/14/00 4:51 am

Reply to: 





Are the Dursley's neighbors actually wizards?Could be. But the big V. says something about "ancient magic"--and I suspect that'll be more than a bunch of geriatric bodyguards. My theory is that it's connected to something I'll call "bonding magic."



In JKR's world, magic seems to be heavily influenced by relationships that create an inviolabe bond between persons. For instance, saving someone's life (as Harry's father saved Snapes--or as Harry saved Wormtails) creates a bond. Or having the same bird's feather in your wand. Or (apparently) having another wizard's blood in your veins (hence Dunbledore's "triumphant look"). Or the hiding spell mentioned in PoA creates an impenetrable secret on the basis of the bond between the hidden person and his or her secret bearer.



Appanrently, "bonding magic" does not have to be desired or even voluntary. But once the bond is preasant, it creates a powerful magical state. I think we're seeing some more of this bonding magic with the Dursleys. Why the bond is preasant we don't yet know (I believe JKR said we would find out more aboutthis in HP5), but it creates a state such that no harmful magic can reach Harry when he is connected to the Dursleys.



Pax,



Mike 





Message: 4267

Subject: Who died first

Author: tori_grrrl

Date/Time: 7/14/00 3:27 pm

Reply to: 4217



Don't know if this was already addressed, but he would have had to kill James first, because Lilly died protecting Harry...logically, he couldn't have killed James after his spell to kill Harry didn't work and he lost his power.



Tori 





Message: 4270

Subject: Re: Who died first

Author: plinsenmayer

Date/Time: 7/14/00 3:46 pm

Reply to: 4267



Hi:



<<<Don't know if this was already addressed, but he would have had to kill James first, because Lilly died protecting Harry...logically, he couldn't have killed James after his spell to kill Harry didn't work and he lost his power.>>>



Not necessarily. SPOILER WARNING (end of GoF)
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James came out of the wand first, which means he died after Lily. So, I have 2 theories already posted in detail in an earlier message today. Briefly, V met up with Lily & Harry first, killed Lily and was then interrupted from turning to Harry by James. He then kills James before turning to Harry. OR, he tried to kill James (but didn't use the killing curse, something lesser), and James lay dying in another room while Lily was killed. In this scenario, Lily dies first, even though James was the first attacked. I like the 2nd theory best.



Penny 





Message: 4386

Subject: A few comments....

Author: Orrianne

Date/Time: 7/16/00 12:59 am

Reply to: 



Someone mentioned that recently Rowlings gave away another hint about her books - that the fact that Harry has Lily's eyes is very important to the story. I'm curious to know why that'll be so important later, but it's obvious that something about Lily has not fully been explained, and I bet it's pretty complicated. Whether it's about Lily's muggle family history, Snape's feelings for Lily, why Lily's final spell protects Harry in his skin and blood and how it'll affect Voldemort, or why Lily came out of the wand last rather than James - I don't know. Maybe all of the above or none of the above, but I think there's a lot about Lily we don't know as of yet.



What I found odd was that Harry /knew/ James was going to be coming out of the wand first. I agree that we hear James's voice telling Lily to run and protect Harry, and that all clues we have indicate that James was killed before Lily was... but the order coming out of the wand /clearly/ shows that the spell cast to kill James was prior to Lily's - Lily died first, and then James. I don't know if this was a mistake, or not, but we'll find out I'm sure!



Message: 4487

Subject: RE: A few Comments . . . SPOILER WARNING

Author: plinsenmayer

Date/Time: 7/17/00 9:44 pm

Reply to: 



Hi:



This is my spoiler warning -- please heed it if you haven't finished GoF. This relates to the ending of GoF. Hopefully, this is enough space -
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<<<What I found odd was that Harry /knew/ James was going to be coming out of the wand first. I agree that we hear James's voice telling Lily to run and protect Harry, and that all clues we

have indicate that James was killed before Lily was... but the order coming out of the wand /clearly/ shows that the spell cast to kill James was prior to Lily's - Lily died first, and then James. I don't know if this was a mistake, or not, but we'll find out I'm sure!>>>>



Actually, I think Harry only *knew* it was his father because his father was in the process of coming out of the wand when he thinks this. In other words, he is seeing the beginning of his father's head when he thinks to himself that he knows who this one is. I don't think he is saying he *knew* it before James even started to come out.



But, you do make a good point about prior incantatum being the reverse *spells* that were done -- so the spell that killed Lily was, it would seem, cast *before* the spell that killed James, regardless of which one of them *died* first. I hadn't picked up on that yet, but I'm not that far in the re-read so I forgive myself. <g> 



So . . . maybe one of my theories from the other day isn't so bad. That is: Voldemort's primary target is Harry. There's also support for this in that James says "I'll hold him off -- take Harry & run." This could imply that James would be preventing Voldy from getting to Harry to give Lily time to flee with Harry (rather than taking a stand against V who wanted to kill both James & Harry).



Okay, so onward with my theory. Voldy arrives with the intent to kill Harry. He encounters James in a front room and brushes past him, intent on his target. James is unable to deflect him or hold him off for whatever reason. But, Voldy must not curse him at this point. Lily is trying to shield Harry and won't get out of the way. So, Voldy kills her. Then, James steps in & tries to shield his son. Voldy disposes of him too. Of course, if true, why would his *mother's* death give him protection (rather than both parents)? I'm boxing myself into a corner I think. And, what of the fact that their house was destroyed, etc.? Voldy couldn't have done anything really after attempting to curse Harry, if we're to believe the curse rebounded & he was left powerless. 



This is all very interesting . . . .I have more questions than answers now.



Penny 





Message: 4544

Subject: RE: A few Comments . . . SPOILER WARNING

Author: heiditandy

Date/Time: 7/18/00 11:59 am

Reply to: 4487
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<<<But, you do make a good point about prior incantatum being the reverse *spells* that were done -- so the spell that killed Lily was, it would seem, cast *before* the spell that killed James, regardless of which one of them *died* first. I hadn't picked up on that yet, but I'm not that far in the re-read so I forgive myself. <g> >>>

<SNIP>

This is all very interesting . . . .I have more questions than answers now>>>>>



Believe me, if you did a reread of book one, you'd ahve even more questions - in the room with the Mirror or Erised, Voldemort tells Harry that his father was killed before his mother was, which makes the whole Order of Coming Out Of The Wand even more baffling. The only way I can think to reconcile it is that the order in which they come out is the order in which the spells were done, not the order in which people actually died. Then again, maybe JKR will come up with some explanation that Harry's survival of whatever Voldemort tried to do to him jumbled the way things went into the wand - it had to've because otherwise there could've been a shadow of the spell he did on Harry in there which backfired on himself. 

This leads, of course, to 2 other questions:

1. Can a Prior Incantium only be done once?

2. How can we think it was the Avada curse which Voldemort did against Harry & Parents, when it also destroyed the house, whereas on the other occasions when it's been done (to the Riddles & to the spider) it didn't cause any damage to the surrounding stuff? 





Message: 908

Subject: Results: HP Trivia Quiz II

Author: plinsenmayer

Date/Time: 4/3/00 8:32 pm

Reply to: 



Hi all:



Thanks to the people who participated. We do have a winner: Margaret (Sarvalsha)! Margaret: You get the honor of creating our next challenging quiz. 



Here are the questions again and the correct answers:



1. "You're fighting a losing battle there, dear."



Mirror in Harry's room at the Leaky Cauldron to Harry (when he tried to fix his hair) -- Prisoner of Azkaban



2. "Only one who has nothing to lose and everything to gain would commit such a crime."



Firenze (centaur) to Harry (regarding slaying of a unicorn) -- Sorcerer's Stone



3. "He's a danger to himself."



Ron to Harry (regarding Gilderoy Lockhart after the failed memory charm) -- Chamber of Secrets



4. "Noble men, working tirelessly to help a new generation of lawbreakers."



Fred Weasley to Harry (and George Weasley) (regarding the Marauder's Map) -- Prisoner of Azkaban



5. "A promise is a promise."



Hermione to Harry (regarding the Death Day Party) -- Chamber of Secrets



Just realized that all of these were spoken *to* Harry. I didn't really intend that. 



Penny 





Message: 4031

Subject: Dumbledore Book 4 Spoiler

Author: fred_and_george_weasley

Date/Time: 7/12/00 1:45 pm

Reply to: 



But, here's my big comment -- what is going on with the slight look of triumph in Dumbledore's eyes when Harry explains that his mother's counter charm has been broken? (pg. 696 US edition) I am so worried that Dumbledore is going to turn out to be a bad guy. Somebody, anybody, tell me it ain't so! Could this mearly be that he is happy that Harry will be able to defend himself now??



Stephanie (Fred) 





Message: 4184

Subject: Re: A Concern

Author: christineoswell

Date/Time: 7/13/00 3:01 pm

Reply to: 3942



I'm sorry if this has already been addressed - I'm over 200 messages behind. Feeling like I will never get caught up!
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 "For a

 fleeting instant, Harry thought he saw a gleam of something like triumph

 in Dumbledore's eyes." ??? (chapter 36, page 696, US version.



I took this to mean that Dumbledore was triumphant about the fact that Lily's sacrifice did protect Harry. Maybe it was a charm that he had taught her? And now that V has some of Harry's blood, it might in some way make V vulnerable..



Christine



Message: 589

Subject: Re: True Love

Author: plinsenmayer

Date/Time: 3/5/00 10:31 am

Reply to: 585



Melanie -- I agree with your thoughts. She did say in at least one interview that all 3 main characters will fall for the wrong people in Book 4 as they start off in adolescence. I think Cho is probably his "Ms. Wrong" that he will pair with in Book 4. And, I too think Ginny might eventually be the one for him, although it's sure hard to tell since she's just not a very developed character at this point. 



If we believe JKR's statement that all 3 will fall for the wrong people (and since many of us have picked up on the obvious feelings between Ron and Hermione), who do we think the "wrong" people are for Ron & Hermione in Book 4? You know it wouldn't be out of the realm actually for Harry & Hermione to date in Book 4 as a "wrong" pairing. Maybe the hint about Cho was a red herring to throw the "careful" readers off. 



Oh, the other evidence with Ron that I thought of is that (a) her absence seems to be the only thing that motivated him to follow the spiders with Harry and (b) he seemed the first to be excited that Hermione would be up and about after mandrake potion was given to the victims. 



Penny 









Message: 5809

Subject: Re: The Dursleys

Author: flying_ford_anglia

Date/Time: 8/5/00 2:16 am

Reply to: 5807



<<I actually enjoy the scenes at the Dursley's,I think it would take away from the storyline to change his interaction with them. >>



I can see them fading into the background in later books. The spell that requires Harry to stay with them every summer may have worked when he was a naive little boy, but he's getting a bit feisty with them now. I can see him challenging that wisdom and staying with the Weasleys instead. That's obviously what the Weasleys want, despite the fact that it puts them at risk.



If Harry doesn't stay at the Dursleys I think JKR will still make use of their comic potential by featuring them elsewhere and, as someone said earlier, perhaps Harry will get to save their lives and earn their grudging respect.



Neil 





Message: 5890

Subject: Re: American Schools (was:Hats - lateste

Author: catlady_de_los_angeles

Date/Time: 8/5/00 4:56 pm

Reply to: 5865



I've thought that they'd be the Charm Charm, which makes all the people to whom you talk like you, and the Spell Spell, which makes her know the correct spelling of every word even if you've never encountered it before. 



Message: 5916

Subject: Harry the Dark Wizard? (Well not quite!)

Author: harry_potter00

Date/Time: 8/5/00 10:26 pm

Reply to: 



I'm rather confused about this but- oh wait I almost forgot...
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I was rather confused about something-

In GoF we learn about Avada Kedavra, for the first time. And even then Harry couldn't have performed the spell, at least according to Moody/Crouch...



Now skip back to PoA. When Harry first sees Sirius he wants to kill him, and points his wand at his heart. Of course Harry doesn't kill Sirius but my question is- could he have? I mean if you re-read the passage- Chapter "Cat Rat and Dog"-he certainly seems sirius enough about killing Serious...(pretty bad joke, huh?)



BUT back in GoF Moody/Crouch says that any student would be good to give him a nose-bleed, let alone being able kill anyone... 





Message: 5930

Subject: Re: The Philosopher's Stone

Author: Danemead

Date/Time: 8/6/00 2:27 am

Reply to: 5929



>>>>How did the stone get there? Was Harry able to transport the stone to his pocket by mere thought? Was it already there and he noticed only when prompted? Had he learned the trick from David Copperfield?<<<<



What I think:

Dumbledore hid the stone, magically concealing it (perhaps 'inside' the mirror) and then fixed it so only a person who didn't want to actual USE the stone would be able to "get" it. When Harry stood at the mirror and wished he could get the stone so Voldemort wouldn't get it, the stone obeyed Dumbledore's spell and transferred itself to Harry's pocket.



As for "Philosopher's Stone" vs "Sorcerer's Stone" -- I think it's just an American marketing trick. Kids are far more likely to look at and then purchase a book with the word 'sorceror' in it. If they see the word 'philosopher', the marketing guys figure the kids will run screaming out of the store before they would even touch it. If the marketers wanted to sell to an adult market, they would have called it "Harry Potter and the Naked Red Stone". 



Message: 5299

Subject: Re: Drugs (was: Inter=House Friendship

Author: catlady_de_los_angeles

Date/Time: 7/29/00 1:13 am

Reply to: 5292



> Yes, they can probably magic themselves high with a spell - "Pharmacia Etherea!"



That reminds me -- I had been wondering whether a person can put Cheering Charms on themselves (perhaps by use of a mirror) and then wondering whether Cheering Charms are addictive. 



Message: 5292

Subject: Re: Inter=House Friendship (wasMauraders

Author: flying_ford_anglia

Date/Time: 7/29/00 12:32 am

Reply to: 5290



<<I was under the impression that JKR would have us believe that wizarding folk don't sniff glue.>>



Yes, they can probably magic themselves high with a spell - "Pharmacia Etherea!"



Neil 





Message: 5342

Subject: Re: Inter=House Friendship (wasMauraders

Author: joywitch999

Date/Time: 7/29/00 10:41 pm

Reply to: 5290



>>>I was under the impression that JKR would have us believe that wizarding folk don't sniff glue.



>>>Maybe they can play cards or dice and smoke pipes of de-cancer-ated tobacco or THC-ful hemp right there in their House's common room = different rules in wizard schools. 



I find it hard to believe that there is much in the way of drugs at Hogwarts (unlike just about every other school). I mean, who needs drugs when you have Cheering Charms and who-knows-what kind of potions? 





Message: 5024

Subject: Random Questions (Minor Spoilers)

Author: angelx_ph

Date/Time: 7/24/00 11:02 pm

Reply to: 





. In "The Goblet of Fire", Fleur and Cedric used the Bubble Head Charm in order to do the task, how come Harry and Hermione didn't consider this particular charm even when they were rumaging through book after book. 



6. Also in "GoF", Viktor Krum transfigured (though badly) himself into a shark -- how is that different from being Animagus?





Message: 5523

Subject: Re: Dumbeldores reaction

Author: brooksindy

Date/Time: 8/1/00 11:51 am

Reply to: 5515





2) On the issue of Voldy's corporeal body achieved in Book IV - I withdraw my suggestion that it might be the wreck of Bertha's body, possessed and re-animated. A re-reading clearly shows that:

a) Voldy says her body was now useless to him after the torture/memory spell shattering;



b) Voldy seems to be saying immediately thereafter that Wormtail did some kind of spell that gave him a twisted, deformed but moderately useful mini-version of his own body, and the cauldron spell was to convert that to a full-grown usable body. So it appears that the Wormtail early spell gave V. perhaps a homunculus type body, created out of nothingness (or from whatever is necessary for a homunculus-creating spell). There is no particular need for a possessed body if the homunculus body is created, and that does seem to be what JKR is saying happened.



Re-read Snape's opening speech in first day of potions class in Book I. He says "potions can even stopper death". I take that to mean 'put a stopper (that is, block up the hole) in the bottle from whence death comes' - and I think he means this as a metaphor, not as a literal intepretation of using a potion as a poison antidote. So if potions can already stop death, what is Voldy trying to beat?



I think the explanation is simply that potions can delay or postpone death, but never totally, permanently beat it. Voldy is/was seeking a true non-philosophers/sorceror's stone means to physical immortality. 



 

Message: 5602

Subject: Re: Stoppering Death... no spoilers...

Author: jenP_97

Date/Time: 8/2/00 4:00 pm

Reply to: 5523



Taking the last part of Brooks' message, making it the first part of a reply:



>>Re-read Snape's opening speech in first day of potions class in Book I. He says "potions can even stopper death". I take that to mean 'put a stopper (that is, block up the hole) in the bottle from whence death comes' - and I think he means this as a metaphor, not as a literal intepretation of using a potion as a poison antidote. So if potions can already stop death, what is Voldy trying to beat? <<



I didn't take Snape's words in that way. When he says "even stopper death", I took that to mean that he can put death (i.e., a poison that would cause death) in a vial and "stopper" it. Meaning that he can make poisons... which is no big surprise, as when I consider magical potions, the ones I most think of are ones that cause either great bodily discomfort or death. :) Anyway, although that theory is interesting, I don't think I can agree with you on it.



Jen (who wishes that several (unnamed) magic potions would pop up in her medicine cabinet and correct all the minor problems in her life) 





Message: 6585

Subject: Re: Magical Bonds/ The Dursleys

Author: brooksindy

Date/Time: 8/10/00 11:17 pm

Reply to: 6584



In GoF, Voldy specifically says that Dumbledore invoked an old magic that made Harry unreachable by Voldy when in the care of relatives. I don't think it matters one way or another what the Dursleys think of this.



Does anyone else notice that there are several mentions of *old* magic in this book? V's caudron and revival spell (reminding me of the Cauldron-born and the Black Cauldron of Welsh/Lloyd Alexander Prydain) (cauldron also showed up in a recent _Books of Magic_ comic, too, btw.) is old, and Dumbledore's use of the old spell. Maybe i'm just sensitized to those 'old' mentions because of Aslan referring to 'old strong magic from before the beginning of time' in Narnia's universe. 





Message: 6599

Subject: Remus - the twin connection?

Author: flying_ford_anglia

Date/Time: 8/10/00 11:48 pm

Reply to: 



Has the possibility of a Romulus Lupin - Remus' twin brother - been raised here before? 



I'm sure most of us know the legend of Romulus and Remus, the twins raised by wolves: Romulus was the founder of the city of Rome and killed Remus when he crossed the boundaries of the city (I'm sure Catlady will correct me if I'm wrong).



I'd be inclined to say that JKR wouldn't be *that* obvious, but when it comes to naming, she's quite a fan of hinting at the nature of characters, places and things, as we've discussed. Although Remus wasn't born to werewolfhood, many of the other appropriately-named characters weren't born to their roles either. JKR also likes twins well enough to have two pairs in the school (even if she cast an 'Obscura Studenta' spell on Padma for a while).



The other possibility for Remus (and other characters) is 'nominative determinism'. This has featured heavily in the letters pages of the magazine 'New Scientist' for years. It's the idea that people born with certain names are drawn to appropriate jobs or lifestyles. Y'know - Mr Bun the Baker, Mrs Mop the Cleaner, Mr Lupin the Werewolf? 



As I veer even further OT, I'll leave you with something my brother sent me in an e-mail yesterday. Apparently, there are two real life football [soccer] players called Oliver Beer and Juan Drink.



Neil 





Message: 6606

Subject: Proposal for fun: was Remus-the twin...?

Author: brooksindy

Date/Time: 8/11/00 12:07 am

Reply to: 6599



>(even if she cast an 'Obscura Studenta' spell on Padma for a while).





Which reminds me - I had intended to suggest a little game for this group.



Object: Invent a spell and come up with the magic word for it. Should be amusing, like 'Redikkulous!' for the 'turn the boggart non-fearsome' spell.



My entry:



"Innagadavida!" - makes a human victim seek out the nearest horizontal surface, and with hands, wand or any other sticklike thing within reach, helplessly drum on it unceasingly for ten minutes. 



Note that if cast on an animal rather of a human, than rather than forced into drumming, the creature is 'Transfigured' into an.... Iron Butterfly.



-Brooks 





Message: 6638

Subject: Re: Something that I have been wondering

Author: hermione_granger78

Date/Time: 8/11/00 2:39 pm

Reply to: 6541



oooh *lol* ok I didnt realise so many people picked up on it hehe!! Hmm it will be interesting to see if she addresses it in the next book!! I was thinking that perhaps it wasnt a reversal of the spells but that simple the people that appeared to hmi were in order of importance to his life... his mother being the MOST important was the last one out... I dont know though because surely then Bertha would have come out first followed by Cedric... 



I hope it isnt simply a goof up though. I hope that there is some reason behind it.



Thanks tho :o) 





Message: 6641

Subject: Inventing a spell

Author: Danemead

Date/Time: 8/11/00 4:03 pm

Reply to: 



Well, here's my attempt at inventing a new spell -- not much, but then it's Friday and the brain is malfunctioning...



Inasmuchas - a Spanish curse. (Chant IN-AS-MUCH-AS three times clearly). 



When inflicted upon a businessman/businesswoman, causes excessively verbose dictation in official correspondence. May also induce sleepiness and fatal brainclouds in those who read such letters. Also causes increase in 'fog factor' in legal documents. Similar to curses known as "Heretofor" and "Aforesaid." 





Message: 6646

Subject: Re: Inventing a spell

Author: catlady_de_los_angeles

Date/Time: 8/11/00 5:52 pm

Reply to: 6641



I *already* posted two spells I invented (not as funny as yours):



the Charm Charm, which makes whatever person to whom you are speaking like you



and



the Spell Spell, which causes you to spell every word correctly, even if you have never encountered that word before.



More:



the Curse Curse, which causes every other word out of the victim's mouth or pen to be one of the Seven Forbidden Words



and 



the Switch Switch, which



must be some Transfiguration involving electric wall switches and riding crops, but I don't have the details yet. 





Message: 6649

Subject: Re: Proposal for fun: was Remus-the twin

Author: estesrandy

Date/Time: 8/11/00 6:08 pm

Reply to: 6606



>>Object: Invent a spell and come up with the magic word for it. Should be amusing, like 'Redikkulous!' for the 'turn the boggart non-fearsome' spell.<<





How about:



YabbaDabbaDomus which turns the other person into a prehistoric cartoon character! 





Message: 6653

Subject: A spell...

Author: flying_ford_anglia

Date/Time: 8/11/00 6:39 pm

Reply to: 



The Lovecraft Spell 



For lustful dreams about your favourite fictional man, tear a page from the book in which he appears, slice into ribbons with a dragon's claw and place in a shallow, brass dish. Sprinkle with saltpetre and ignite with a flaming torch. Place the dish by your bedside, slide between the sheets, and before your head touches the pillow, chant the following words:



"FELLATIO FIGMENTOSA!"



... and let the fumes take you away.



Neil 





Message: 6688

Subject: Re: (Lovecraft Spell) Saltpetre

Author: flying_ford_anglia

Date/Time: 8/12/00 4:29 am

Reply to: 6665



> Sprinkle with saltpetre 



>>> Wouldn't that have the *opposite* effect?



I guess you're referring to the supposed medicinal properties of saltpetre (potassium nitrate) as a suppressant of sexual desire? This is a misconception.



Saltpetre is more commonly known as an ingredient of gunpowder - and you only need to sprinkle a *bit* on the shreds of paper.



Neil is awed by Catlady's insight 





Message: 6711

Subject: (SPOILERS) Interesting things in GOF

Author: jmhohman_2000

Date/Time: 8/12/00 1:31 pm

Reply to: 



 (2) Which of Harry's parents died first? In the "Prisoner of Askaban", I got the impression that James Potter dies first, and then Lily after him. However, it is James who comes out of Voldemort's wand first when V's wand is in "priori incatatem". What does this mean? Was James only "Stupendified" when Lily was killed and fought V before V tried to kill Harry?



Perhaps there is no significance to this, but I found it surprising since I had a different order of events in my mind. I suppose one of the mysteries that will be cleared up in Book 7 is exactly why V went after the Potters and the details of their deaths.



(3) What does the "momentary gleam of triumph" in Dumbledore's eyes mean when Harry tells him how V was able to touch Harry as a result of using Harry's blood as part of the spell in his regeneration? This is downright disturbing. Are we to become suspicious of Dumbledore?



Jim 



Message: 6723

Subject: Re: (SPOILERS) Interesting things in GOF

Author: screaming_mimie

Date/Time: 8/12/00 4:36 pm

Reply to: 6719



hi all i've been lurking and finally decided to post.



>>3) What does the "momentary gleam of triumph" in Dumbledore's eyes mean when Harry tells him how V was able to touch Harry as a result of using Harry's blood as part of the spell in his regeneration? This is downright disturbing. Are we to become suspicious of Dumbledore?<<





my thoughts on this -- when the steps for the regeneration are being read it says 'blood from an enemy forcefully taken' and maybe it's just me, but it didn't seem like they really had to force harry (he didn't put up much of a fight) - so maybe the spell won't be as strong being that it wasn't followed to the letter - of course i'm probably completely wrong, but that's normal so i'm used to it.



mimie 





Message: 6735

Subject: Re: (SPOILERS) Interesting things in GOF

Author: ausclub7

Date/Time: 8/12/00 10:05 pm

Reply to: 6723



>>3) What does the "momentary gleam of triumph" in Dumbledore's eyes mean when Harry tells him how V was able to touch Harry as a result of using Harry's blood as part of the spell in his regeneration? This is downright disturbing. Are we to become suspicious of Dumbledore?<<



i dont know if anyone here reads the discworld series, but it reminds me a little of the events at the end of 'carpe jugulum' (sp?) where the vampires sucked granny weatherwaxes' blood and it kind of had the opposite result than the vampires intended. in any case i certainly dont think dumbledore is a secretly evil character, its more likely that the 'essence' of lily potter in harrys blood will have an adverse effect on You-Know-Who. 





Message: 6746

Subject: Re: VERITASERUM!

Author: brooksindy

Date/Time: 8/12/00 11:17 pm

Reply to: 6740



http://www.chicon.org/hugos/nominees.htm



>If the veritaserum was used to validate Barty Crouch Jr.'s confession couldn't it have given

>validity to Harry's and Dumbledore's testimony to Voldemort's return? 



Apparation, Veritaserum, etc. - i fear that JKR depsite her cleverness has added some things to the wizarding universe without originally thinking of consequences - and that later required some thinking about to explain away their potential as deus ex machinas. Like Star Trek, too many fabulous inventions & technology mean that you have to later invent restrictions that you didn't explain earlier in order to not have your earlier neat idea be a cure-all (and where's the plot tension there?) Not being able to apparate on Hogwarts grounds is almost certainly that, else why didn't Sirius escape that way? And out in the rest of the world how do you stop a wizard you are trying to capture from Apparating away anyway? Almost no visible spell was described that I recall. The only thing i can think of is that Aurors might carry some item or charm that distorts spacetime around themselves such that the being they are trying to apprehend cannot Apparate.

Which might be a bummer if they needed to do so themselves!



For Harry, perhaps the restriction on Veritaserum is that it makes non-adults very ill; (which would put a whole new aspect in Snape's therat to use it on Harry); for the wizard trials, perhaps it too is relatively new. 





Message: 6777

Subject: Re: small mistake

Author: vjmerri

Date/Time: 8/13/00 2:10 pm

Reply to: 6687



By: ausclub7

Date: 8/12/00 4:04 am 



Certainly there are tons of sentences that seem like small comments in previous books, that wind up foreshadowing other happenings. Some of these I believe are deliberate, and some may just be fortunate happenstances that are either chance or that she takes advantage of later in book 3 or 4 or whatever.



One I thought of was the first spell that Ron did to try to turn Scabbers yellow "turn this rat yellow." Well, Scabbers was NOT a rat, never one was, so the whole thing failed. On the other hand, it could just be that JKR didn't think about it as such precisely in book one and I'm reading too much into the books. In any book or situation, hindsight is 20/20 and we can find reasons to link up the past with the present.



Vicki 





Message: 6801

Subject: spells

Author: ReinaKata02

Date/Time: 8/13/00 8:35 pm

Reply to: 6606



Here's my entry for the spell-inventing game:



"Lavidaloca": Causes one's hips to gyrate uncontrollably, in a manner reminiscent of Ricky Martin...



Adios,

Kaitlin 





Message: 6802

Subject: Re: VERITASERUM!

Author: Carlsson79

Date/Time: 8/13/00 9:02 pm

Reply to: 6785



I think potions and stuffe are always being invented



I remember reading somewhere something about some warlocks reading a magasine about the latest transfiguration spells and such.



Also - there has to be ethics involved in making someone take a truth potion, or forcing them to take one. Also, the truth to one person could be different to the truth of someone else...



Wow - the ethics of truth spells and such... heavy man.



Nicholas



> Like the Wolfsbane Potion, which, Lupin states, didn't exist when he was bitten by the werewolf OR even while he was a student at Hogwarts - it seems that, like the muggle world, witches & wizards are inventing new things all the time (as seen by the Weasley's products (especially those Canary Charms)) 





Message: 6805

Subject: RE: Spells

Author: alicia5270

Date/Time: 8/13/00 9:37 pm

Reply to: 6801



Sounds like "Lavidaloca" should be added to the list of Unforgivable Curses.



In that vein.....



"Littlebittamonica": the spell which forces a person to take "one step left, and one step right, one to the front, and one to the side....."



--Alicia/Sue "Haircolor Chameleon" Spinnet 





Message: 6820

Subject: Re: Magic limitations...

Author: brooksindy

Date/Time: 8/14/00 12:55 am

Reply to: 6819



I think the food at Hogwarts is just object-transferred from the kitchens - which gives a sneaky way to appareate a person into Hogwarts, if you can redefine the spell to call the subject "food". 





Message: 6826

Subject: Chapter 6 - The Portkey

Author: flying_ford_anglia

Date/Time: 8/14/00 7:25 am

Reply to: 



Ginny and Hermione make a drowsy entrance, and just before they all leave, Mrs Weasley uses an Accio spell to relieve the twins of pocketfuls of Ton-Tongue Toffees. She is none too pleased about this and they leave her glowering. 





Message: 6955

Subject: Physical presence of Wizarding Geography

Author: brooksindy

Date/Time: 8/15/00 11:32 pm

Reply to: 



We were wondering about some of this in earlier messages. Are the Leaky Cauldron, Diagon Alley, Hogwarts & Hogsmeade, and for that matter Platform 9-3/4, and Azkaban, just to name a few, physically in the Muggle spacetime continuum, generally concealed from Muggle eyes by long-existing cover & concealment spells. Or are the Cauldron, the Platform, etc. Gates into a slightly different alternate dimension where much (not all) of the wizard society exists, with only the wizardly talented able to perceive them? I lean more & more to really in this world, but concealed, or at best (for the Alleys, and Gringott's vaults) in only a small pocket reality just barely off the Muggle one.



Consider - is the route taken by the Express riding an extant, physical, (possibly abandoned) Muggle track? And we know in PofA that the train stopped to be boarded by the Dementors. Suppose Malfoy & crew (notice that Crabbe & Goyle have never been given first names) *had* been tossed off, where would they be?



And what about Godric's Corner? Part of the concern was to get Harry out before the muggles came to investigate, right? 





Message: 6956

Subject: Wizard talent in Muggle families

Author: brooksindy

Date/Time: 8/15/00 11:44 pm

Reply to: 



Continuing my earlier postulate - Wizards can see through anti-muggle cover and concealment spells, probably just as a natural consequence of the 'wizarding gene'.



And we know from a JKR interview about the 'magic feather at Hogwarts that records the names of all wizard children when they are born' so they can get their letters later. (Unofficial Harry Potter Fan Club site has this note). (Gee this reminds me of Professor Xavier's computer that could detect mutants so he could invite them to his school).



What about parents like the Dursely's who do NOT want their kid going to such a school? Does enough happen to them, like Harry's Multiplying Letters, to more or less force them to let the kid go? Then there is what we hypothesized, the more detailed letter which tells Mugle-born kids about getting supplies at Diagon Alley. But what if any parents actually DO resist and the kids are sent to Smeltings or Eton or wherever. Presumably up to a point the kids still can see the Leaky Cauldron if they should happen to go by there..... but suppose they grow up untrained? And become in their own hearts muggles? Is the force of magic so strong in most such cases that the universe will re-arrange itself so they *do* wind learning things eventually? OR can they grow up and lose the ability, if unexercized - to quote from Diane Duane's _So You Want to Be a Wizard_ series, "Magic does not live in the unwilling heart".



I speculate as above because it occurs to me that such a case might be a good fanfic starting point, or even a subplot gimmick for a new character in the JKR's HP Canon itself. 





Message: 6967

Subject: Re: Have you ever considered....

Author: potterpotty

Date/Time: 8/16/00 1:24 am

Reply to: 6962



I'm sure James was killed first otherwise how could Voldemort kill James after he himself was reduced to a mere shell when the spell on Harry backfired?



Anyway, I also wondered why is it ( if Voldemort was after the Potters and presumeably to finish them off), that Voldemort told Harry that his mother didn't need to die ? Could it be possible that if Lily had said she would join him instead of being killed, he would then have spared her and the baby ?



The house was probably destroyed due to the force of the spell backfiring. No, let's see...maybe when V had Lily cornered, he delighted in showing her how he first killed James and as a further malicious act, he destroyed their precious home burning it to the ground to inflict more agony and then he turned to her...laughing all the way (the laughter which Harry hears in his later years), wanting to kill the baby. How about that ?



I also like to think that Harry will somehow find his way to his former home in the forthcoming books and the entire scene will be replayed so that he knows once and for all, what really really transpired. 





Message: 6293

Subject: Re: Marauder's map/HP connection to worm

Author: estesrandy

Date/Time: 8/8/00 6:05 pm

Reply to: 6175



>>but what of his connection to Wormtail? In PoA, Dumbledore says that now Wormtail is in Harry's

debt, and they are connected..certainly Wormtail doesn't redeem himself in GoF..so what will happen in the future?<<<



Since Wormtail is indebted to Harry for services rendered, what if the Harry Blood inside Voldemort was able to speak thru Voldemort somehow thru a spell or something? The magic voice tells Wormtail to do Voldemort in just before he finishes off Harry. Wormtail would be essentially obeying Voldemort and Harry at the same time and feel no conflict of interests for that split second !!! Just a crazy thought ! 





Message: 6333

Subject: Re: Chapter 5 - Weasleys' Wizard Wheezes

Author: smitster1

Date/Time: 8/8/00 10:51 pm

Reply to: 6043



Good summary, Danemead,



Has anyone wondered if the twins were using magic to create their little magic trinkets? (To me is seems obvious that must have been.) Since Mr. Weasly mentioned in Ch. 4 that the Ton Tongue Toffee it was a "simple engorgement charm" there must have been some wand use. Yet under aged wizards aren't allowed to practice magic during the summer break. And even if they were practicing magic in secret, somehow when Harry did whatever-he-did-that-I-can't-remember, he was practically swooped upon immediately.



This is probably a FAQ by now. But I'm so far behind, the discussions will be way into Chapter 10 by the time I catch up. Way to go group. 





Message: 6433

Subject: A Few Thoughts: Magical Bonds

Author: mikesusangray

Date/Time: 8/9/00 4:25 pm

Reply to: 



Well, I've just finished a new read through the Harry Potter series, and I've jotted down a few ideas I've been thinking about. I suppose I'd better put them in separate messages, since they're pretty far ranging. I'll kick off a couple this evening and get the other two or three ready for later. So here goes:



*******************

This is definitely the wierdest, but here goes:



1. Magical Bonds. Relationships of a deep and vital nature create a bond between the persons involved. Some examples:



At its most simple: Harry and the Big V. have the same phoenix feather in their wands: hence, the wands can't fight. Hence, a bond of identity.



More complex: Lilly lets the Big V. kill her in hopes of saving Harry. This creates a bond between Harry and Big V. such that V. can't curse Harry. We could call this a generosity (or love) bond.



A related case: The <?> charm, such that a single secret bearer knows where a person is concealed. No, this isn't quite the same as the bonds above. Before, a natural interaction creates a magical state without any conscious intent; here the magical state is created intentionally. However, the magic does require a natural relationship (presumably friendship) between the hider and the secret bearer (i.e., the secret bearer has to agree to be one); and it also creates an unbreakable bond between the persons in question. So, a (charmed) friendship bond.



More interesting: James chooses to save Snape's life or Harry Wormtail's, creating a magical relationship of debt on the part of the person saved. Dumbledore says the latter relationship may have considerable consequences. We could call this a bond of debt.



More intriguing: Dumbledore's (in)famous "triumphant look." Harry's blood allowed V. to re-create his body. I think we're back to another kind of debt bond. V. is in debt to Harry, and at some point that will have consequences.



The mysterious case: For some reason, Harry is utterly safe from the Big V. when under the Dursleys' protection. Hm. Another relationship. Now: assuming this is not simply because all the Dursleys' neighbors are bodyguard wizards, it must be something about the Dursleys that repels any attempt V. might make to reach Harry. Might we be seeing some kind of magical bond at work here, too? I don't think the bond could depend on any good will towards Harry on the Dursleys' part. 



- The easiest solution would be some sort of <?> charm. This presents the most straightforward solution. It also has some problems. (1) It leaves the impression that Harry would be safe only as long as he's inside the Dursleys' house--and people have already noted that he didn't stay in more than he had to. (2) But can we consider this "ancient magic" (as Dumbledore terms it) or just another run-of-the-mill charm? (3) And also: why on earth would Dumbledore have chosen the Dursleys for the charm--he could have done it just as well with the Weasleys--or even with the director of a muggle orphanage. Harry certainly wouldn't have minded!



- But what if one of the Dursleys stands either in a two way bond with V. or in a three way bond between Harry and V.? The bond is such such that V. (though NOT magic in general--plenty of other magical people have found their ways into the Dursleys' lives!) is utterly excluded either from the Dursleys' life or from Harry's life when he is the Dursleys' guest. Or could the bond derive from the Dursleys' having done the "right thing" (keeping Harry) even though they didn't want to? I.e. perhaps pretecting someone you don't want to protect creates a bond of its own.



Anyway, I've managed to get so far. Or am I just muggling things?



Muggling along,

Mike 





Message: 6435

Subject: More Thoughts: The Mechanics of Magic

Author: mikesusangray

Date/Time: 8/9/00 4:31 pm

Reply to: 



There seem to be three subjects that have to do with the actual machanics of magic: Charms, Transfiguration and Potions. Is transfig. a specialized sub-category of charms or is there a basic distinction between the two? And where do curses, hexes and jinxes fit in? Are they all just terms for nasty charms or are they an entirely different sort of magic?



Mike 





Message: 6577

Subject: Re: Good-Guy Snape

Author: catlady_de_los_angeles

Date/Time: 8/10/00 10:02 pm

Reply to: 6574



> I think Snape was the first to concoct the Wolfsbane Potion.



I just had a thought about Wolfsbane Potion in my sleep last night. Because Remus is (at least) a perfectly competent wizard, but cannot make his own Wolfsband Potion, I had been assuming that it is a *very* difficult potion to make, therefore requiring to be made by someone who is exceptionally talented at Potions in particular not just magic in general. In fact, I used that as 'evidence' that people with meagre magic (only one step above Squibs) are handicapped at Potions as well as Charms and Transfiguration.



But I suddenly thought that maybe it has nothing to do with being a difficult potion, it's just that a werewolf can't make Wolfsbane Potion. Maybe because one or more of the ingredients is poisonous to him in its unblended, raw form. Maybe it's just that the Potion won't work if made by a werewolf. 





Message: 6778

Subject: Re: Apparating Lessons

Author: vjmerri

Date/Time: 8/13/00 2:27 pm

Reply to: 6701



By: triner2001

Date: 8/12/00 10:26 am 



How and Where do folks learn to Apparate and Disapparate? Since, as Ms. Hermione has *often* reminded us, no one can disapparate or apparate on Hogwarts lands, they obviously can't learn it at school. And 



---------

I agree with the fieldtrip theory espoused by Brooks and Ravenclawlady. However, Hermione has told us SO often, several times in each book, it seems, that a person can't apparate and disapparate at Hogwarts.



It seems fairly obvious to me that this will be an issue in one of the future books, and have been trying to decide HOW it will be an issue. Maybe Harry will disapparate in a really tense situation or something. Or maybe Lord Voledemort will actually apparate onto the grounds, although I am sure that Hogwarts has a lot of other magically protections in place than just the ban on apparating, expecially since Lord V. couldn't do much against Dumbledore even at the height of his power.



Frankly, for all we know, this bit about apparating/disapparating is nothing but "the party line" that is drummed into the students and that certain professors or the headmaster actually can apparate/disapparate within the walls. Perhaps the charm keeps the majority from apparating but not a really powerful wizard who knows the way around the charm. In PoA, Professor Dumbledore got to the door to Griffindor tower awfully quickly when the fat lady's picture was slashed.



JKR has drilled it into our heads time and again that its impossible to apparate at Hogwarts, so, given her propensity for advance planning, this MUST be an issue in book 5, 6 or 7. I just don't know how yet.



vicki 





Message: 6972

Subject: Re: Wizard talent in Muggle families

Author: ausclub7

Date/Time: 8/16/00 2:38 am

Reply to: 6965



I think that JKR's said something about there being a character who comes across magic quite late in life and uses it in desperate circumstances (possibly one of the dursleys). 



i think that, when it comes to hogwarts enrollments for muggle families, there must be more preparation for muggle parents than we've heard about. how would you feel if you recieved a letter on your childs 11th birthday saying 'your kid is a wizard/witch, they're coming to hogwarts' - i dont know about the rest of you but id certainly have my doubts about it! perhaps when a magical child is born into a muggle family the ministry, or mcgonagall, or whoever, sends out a letter saying 'your child is a wizard/witch, and will go to this school in the future,' so the parents can get used the idea. this is entirely possible; perhaps the letter that dumbledore left for the dursleys (but which they convieniently ignored) is a letter of this nature, although in harrys case it would have 'watch our for lord voldemort' or something at the end.



on the note of anti-muggle charms, it would seem muggles can get around them if they're invited. diagon alley and platform 9 and 3/4 are often spoken of as being places muggles cant penetrate, but we've seen hermiones parents in diagon alley, so presumable muggles can penetrate these areas if theyre invited in by a person with the 'wizarding gene'. 



Message: 6046

Subject: Re: Chapter 5 - Weasleys' Wizard Wheezes

Author: davehoz

Date/Time: 8/7/00 5:04 pm

Reply to: 6043



I agree about the future financial success of Fred and George... I think they'll be to the upcoming Voldy resurgence what Bob Hope, Red Skelton and Danny Kaye were to WWII.



Another thought on Chapter 5: I just realized on re-reading that this is our first intro to the Summoning Charm, though it isn't identified as such. 





Message: 6962

Subject: Re: Have you ever considered....

Author: Danemead

Date/Time: 8/16/00 12:52 am

Reply to: 6959



>>>Whether James died first or Lily died first,<<<



When Harry re-lives the fatal visit from Voldemort, when the Dementors are near him, he doesn't actually hear James die, he only hears him telling Lily to take Harry and go. Then he hears Voldemort telling his mother to step aside so that V can kill Harry. So it's possible that Voldemort did kill Lily first.



And WHAT destroyed the Potters' home? The Avada Kedavra curse doesn't cause damage to things, only kills people (sounds like a neutron bomb). Did the "backfire" from Harry blow up the house? Did James do it when he attempted some so-far-unknown destructive curse on Voldemort? And if the house was nearly destroyed, why wasn't Harry injured except for a cut on his forehead?



I do think there's plenty more surprises to come. 





Message: 6968

Subject: Re: Have you ever considered....

Author: vjmerri

Date/Time: 8/16/00 1:28 am

Reply to: 6962



By: Danemead

Date: 8/16/00 12:52 am 



>doesn't actually hear James die, he only hears >him telling Lily to take Harry and go. Then he >hears Voldemort telling his mother to step aside 



Voldemort says that he killed James first, but he may either truly not know or be deliberately lying.



------------

And WHAT destroyed the Potters' home? The Avada Kedavra curse doesn't cause damage to things, only kills people (sounds like a neutron bomb). Did the "backfire" from Harry blow up the house? Did James do it when he attempted some so-far-unknown destructive curse on Voldemort? And if the house was nearly destroyed, why wasn't Harry injured except for a cut on his forehead?



All good questions. The wizarding world seems to assume that the failed curse caused some backlash that destroyed the house, but I can't recall anyone having a theory on why Harry wasn't injured in the destruction of the house. Of course, what "the wizarding world _knows_" seems to turn out to be frequently wrong in JKR's world, so I don't think we can assume it is valid. Now one thing we know is that Hagrid was relatively close by, since he took Harry to Dumbledore on Sirius' motorcycle. We need more information to come up with a really good explanation.



Vicki





Message: 6970

Subject: Re: Have you ever considered....

Author: GypsyCaine

Date/Time: 8/16/00 1:49 am

Reply to: 6962



<<And WHAT destroyed the Potters' home? The Avada Kedavra curse doesn't cause damage to things, only kills people (sounds like a neutron bomb). Did the "backfire" from Harry blow up the house? Did James do it when he attempted some so-far-unknown destructive curse on Voldemort? And if the house was nearly destroyed, why wasn't Harry injured except for a cut on his forehead?>>



What about Dumbledore's answer in CoS to why Harry speaks Parseltongue? The fact that it rubbed off on him due to the curse. That and the house, seems awfully odd. What other "abilities" of Voldy does Harry have, still hidden? 





Message: 6297

Subject: Re: Imperious Curse 

Author: Danemead

Date/Time: 8/8/00 6:16 pm

Reply to: 6276



>>>>If Moody had really told Voldy about Harry's ability to resist Imperius, the Dark Lord wouldn't have attempted that curse at all.

Regards,

Hot Gazpacho

<<<<<<



I'm not too sure about Voldemort's creative thinking abilities. I mean, the guy already tried the Avada Kedavra curse on Harry once before, and look what happened. Why did he try it again, when a nice .45 caliber slug in the forehead would have vanquished Mr. Potter most effectively! I know, I know... he was trying to show off his power to his pathetic collection of Death Eaters, but it sorta backfired on him again, huh? 





Message: 6346

Subject: Re: Imperious Curse 

Author: bostonlsu81

Date/Time: 8/8/00 11:25 pm

Reply to: 6297



> I'm not too sure about Voldemort's creative thinking abilities. I

> mean, the guy already tried the Avada Kedavra curse on Harry once

> before, and look what happened. Why did he try it again, when a nice

> .45 caliber slug in the forehead would have vanquished Mr. Potter most

> effectively! I know, I know... he was trying to show off his power to

> his pathetic collection of Death Eaters, but it sorta backfired on him

> again, huh? 



I've got to wonder if some seeds of doubt weren't planted in the Death Eaters minds by Harry's performance. First, he was able to throw off the Big V's imperious curse, which a very experienced wizard such as Crouch Sr. wasn't able to do. Then they had to watch the battle of the wands, with Harry forcing the balls of light back into the Big V's wand. That was a most impressive performance! 





essage: 6539

Subject: Re: Motivations, Pt 2.

Author: brooksindy

Date/Time: 8/10/00 6:08 pm

Reply to: 6537





What if Snape was not just the spy in Lord V's camp, but was in fact considering moving against him - maybe working on a potion that would confer (even temporary) immunity to the A.K. curse, just to toss out an idea - and was lining up plans for the challenge to Lord V., - but before Snape was ready to do so, Lord V. went after Harry & the Potters, and was defeated, so Snape never had his chance. After all, what a hero he would have been if he had defeated V from within the ranks, turned over the other DE's, said - "I believed him at first but I came to see that he was wrong, there is not just power, there really is good and evil and Lord V. was evil". But Harry, albeit innocently, by surviving and making V. discorporate, foiled Snape's plan for his spectacular rehabilitation and heroism. Boy, that would be frustrating! That could explain a lot of Snape's attitude and comments.





Message: 6574

Subject: Good-Guy Snape

Author: selah_1977

Date/Time: 8/10/00 9:54 pm

Reply to: 6571



Another witness testifying on behalf of the defendant, Severus Snape...



While listening to the PoA tapes today (it's *amazing* how much I missed the first 3-4 times around), something struck me.



I think Snape was the first to concoct the Wolfsbane Potion.



Remus specifically states that when he was first bitten as a child, there was no cure. He also seems extremely grateful for the potion, even if not necessarily happy about the source.



Snape as magical medical researcher!



Harry Potter for Vice President! 



(I've been reading too many political cartoons.)



Ebony AKA AngieJ 





Message: 6577

Subject: Re: Good-Guy Snape

Author: catlady_de_los_angeles

Date/Time: 8/10/00 10:02 pm

Reply to: 6574



> I think Snape was the first to concoct the Wolfsbane Potion.



I just had a thought about Wolfsbane Potion in my sleep last night. Because Remus is (at least) a perfectly competent wizard, but cannot make his own Wolfsband Potion, I had been assuming that it is a *very* difficult potion to make, therefore requiring to be made by someone who is exceptionally talented at Potions in particular not just magic in general. In fact, I used that as 'evidence' that people with meagre magic (only one step above Squibs) are handicapped at Potions as well as Charms and Transfiguration.



But I suddenly thought that maybe it has nothing to do with being a difficult potion, it's just that a werewolf can't make Wolfsbane Potion. Maybe because one or more of the ingredients is poisonous to him in its unblended, raw form. Maybe it's just that the Potion won't work if made by a werewolf. 





Message: 6776

Subject: Re: Mandrake

Author: ravenclawlady

Date/Time: 8/13/00 1:07 pm

Reply to: 6773



I have a question about the mandrakes in CoS. Did anyone else feel sorry for the poor things? Here, they were given so many human qualities. Professor Sprout even told how mature they were by their behavior (throwing raucus parties, moving into each other's pots, etc). Then they were to be cut up for restorative potions!



Just food for thought.



Melanie







Message: 6806

Subject: Re: VERITASERUM!

Author: harry_potter00

Date/Time: 8/13/00 10:09 pm

Reply to: 6802



Could it be possible that, while Snape wanted to make the potion, it took a long time for him to find the rare ingredients? If that was the case then maybe- I could venture to say that Dumbledore had asked him to make the potion so that there would be some ready if Harry's stories ever needed validation. 



This COULD be possible as Dumbledore trusts Snape w/ far more than us readers...



Scott 





Message: 7007

Subject: Re: Anyone else distrubed by end of GOF?

Author: ashley_1591284

Date/Time: 8/16/00 3:20 pm

Reply to: 7002



<<<He seemed to have done only the minimum to get what V wanted. It was as if he was careful not to hurt him too much, which brings me back to the point of Wormtail feeling indebted to Harry.>>>



<<But if he *really* wanted to do the minimum, couldn't he have taken the blood from Harry's injured leg? It was already bleeding.>>



Well, the spell did require that the blood of the enemy be "forcibly taken". This probably constitutes that the blood be drawn specifically for use in the spell. Blood from a pre-existing wound may not have applied.



I agree with what others have said that Voldemort instructed Wormtail not to seriously injure Harry so that he could show off to the Death Eaters during their duel. If Harry had already been seriously wounded and unable to try to defend himself, the assumed victory for Voldemort wouldn't have been as great. After all, he had no idea whatsoever that Harry would even be a formidable opponent. 





Message: 7010

Subject: Re: Wizard talent in Muggle families

Author: flying_ford_anglia

Date/Time: 8/16/00 5:04 pm

Reply to: 6979



<<I'm of the opinion that if a child and their family are totally unaware of wizarding society, a personal representative from Hogwarts ... comes to explain everything to the family, takes them or shows them Diagon Alley, etc. Perhaps this was Hagrid's job in SS. I bet he'd have shown up even if Harry had gotten his letter.>>



Hmmm. I'm not sure people would be reassured if the news of their child's unique talent was broken by a massive giant with his face "almost completely hidden by a long, shaggy mane of hair". I agree with you, though, that there might be some sort of Muggle-Wizard liaison team. I imagine this is why they have "Muggle Studies" on the curriculum at Hogwarts - it's aimed at those students who might go into that area of work or to work in the Muggle community in other ways. 



I also agree with another comment made (I think it was by Vicky), that Arthur Weasley ought to be more of an expert on Muggle paraphernalia. If he is so puzzled by the telephone, for example, how could he tell if it were being 'misused'? [Ahem - just trying to keep Arthur in the discussion somehow <g>] 



When it comes to Muggle parents dealing with a child's attendance at a school for witches and wizards, could it be that they are put under some sort of charm, a bit like the 'Obliviate!' spell? ['Obfuscate' perhaps?]. It would be a long-term charm that would cause them to make up very plausible 'smoke-screen' explanations for anyone who pried too much, or trigger off some sort of alarm at MoM in such circumstances, so that they could apparate someone over to say 'Obliviate!' The parents would be fully aware of the situation, but, somehow, never manage to tell anyone else anything to give the game away.



Neil, who is hot (not in the Sirius way, I've been feverish for the last three days). 





Message: 7022

Subject: Re: Wizard population/education

Author: flying_ford_anglia

Date/Time: 8/16/00 7:53 pm

Reply to: 7021



<<In the very first book, Neville said his family was afraid he wasn't magic enough to get admitted to Hogwarts. If he hadn't been, would he then

 not have been educated in magic at all? Or maybe that's when they are home-schooled? I always assumed that if he hadn't been admitted to Hogwarts, he would have had to go to another lesser quality school. >>



Perhaps he would have been sent to a regular school after a going through a suitable brainwashing charm? I think Hogwarts selects only those students with potential and leaves the rest to fit into a Muggle lifestyle or live in the Wizarding World, untrained. 



The only thing that bothers me about what I just wrote is that, in that scenario, some witches and wizards would end up having no education at all. We've also not resolved the problem of non-magical topics being absent from the Hogwarts' curriculum. Potions is great, but how much Chemistry is taught? Charms is fun, but not if you can't spell...



<<And Neil, there are at least two editions if not two separate newspapers. HP2 mentions an Evening Prophet.>>



Thanks Margaret, I'd missed that! It doesn't really alter the point though - the implication that there is a fairly small wizarding population. As an aside, the London Evening Standard is sold in several different editions each day, which begin - bizarrely enough - around noon.



<<Margaret, hoping she hasn't alienated Neil (especially if he's sick) since she wants him to make the weather in London on October 11-13

 beautiful so her sister and roommate (who've never been there) will love it as much as she does. You have the power, right Neil? >>



I'll have to dig out my 'Meteorica Bueno!' spell for that, Margaret. Fighting off rain in autumnal London requires some powerful magic. 



Neil is feeling cool (again, not in a Sirius way, just returning to being 'Tragical Me') 





Message: 7046

Subject: Order of Potters' deaths

Author: ravenclawlady

Date/Time: 8/17/00 3:25 am

Reply to: 6967



<<I'm sure James was killed first otherwise how could Voldemort kill James after he himself was reduced to a mere shell when the spell on Harry backfired?>>



I've wondered that, too. Here's the possible order of events I found:



1) V puts some kind of non-fatal spell on James to stop him from interfering.



2) He goes after Harry, but finds Lily protecting him.



3) He kills Lily, and makes ready to kill Harry.



4) James throws off V's curse and comes in to protect Harry.



5) V kills James.



6) V tries to kill Harry, it backfires, and the rest is history.



True, Harry didn't hear that sequence when the Dementors were around. But his memory may have only covered steps 1-3.



Just a thought.



Melanie 





Message: 7048

Subject: Re: Mixed marriages,etc...

Author: potterpotty

Date/Time: 8/17/00 5:32 am

Reply to: 7047



Female giant must have cast an engorgement or inflating spell for the um, process to take place!!



Oh but I don't suppose the giants have magical powers do they ? 



Message: 7055

Subject: Re:Meteorica Bueno Spell

Author: jmhohman_2000

Date/Time: 8/17/00 9:53 am

Reply to: 7022



Neil wrote <<I'll have to dig out my 'Meteorica Bueno' spell for that, Margaret. Fighting off rain in autumnal London requires some powerful magic.>>



Neil, you might need an 'Impossibilius Stupendo' spell if the 'Meteorica Bueno' doesn't work



Glad you're feeling cool. 



Jim 





Message: 7068

Subject: Halloween: 1981

Author: plinsenmayer

Date/Time: 8/17/00 11:49 am

Reply to: 



Hi:



It'll be great when we have a FAQ that summarizes all the theories about what happened that night when the Potters were attacked in Godric's Hollow but until then --



We know the following:



1. Voldemort says that he killed James first & that James was brave & put up a good fight. This squares with what Harry hears when the dementors draw near him -- he can hear his father shouting "Lily, run! Take Harry & go. I'll hold him off." 



2. Voldemort says Lily needn't have died -- he only killed her because she was trying to shield Harry. Harry hears/remembers his mother's pleading & Voldemort's high cold laugh. 



3. Yet, when Harry's & Voldemort's wands meet & the spells performed by Voldemort's wands start coming out in reverse order: James emerges first, suggesting strongly that he died *after* Lily (and/or that Voldemort's spell to kill him was cast after the one to kill Lily). 



I had theorized earlier something similar to what someone else said -- 



James yells at Lily to take Harry & run. Voldemort curses James, but James doesn't die immediately. He's incapacitated though. Voldemort moves on to Lily & Harry. Lily won't stop shielding Harry. Lily is cursed & dies immediately. James dies in the other room. Voldemort tries to attack Harry & the curse rebounds on him.



Of course, if the prior incantatem turns on which *spell* was cast most recently, that suggests another twist on the above scenario: After Lily has died, James has thrown off the curse & moves into the room where Voldemort is poised over Harry. He tries to interrupt the process; Voldemort turns & casts the spell that kills James. 



Danemead wrote: <<<We aren't told whether

Sirius lent his motorcycle to Hagrid at Hogwarts or if Sirius was in Wales near the Potter home when Hagrid got there.>>>



I think we were told that Sirius was worried about the Potters. He'd checked in with Peter & when he couldn't find him, he became worried. He told Harry that he (Sirius) set out immediately for the Potter home in Godric's Hollow. He must have met up with Hagrid there. Hagrid remembers comforting Sirius also. 



Penny 





Message: 7069

Subject: re:chapter 6

Author: Coni_Ann

Date/Time: 8/17/00 12:00 pm

Reply to: 



> he'd "found" it? I wonder how they determined 

> that the boot was in fact a portkey. What would 

> have happened if, at the appointed time, they 

> discovered it wasn't the boot they were all 

> touching, but a rubber band lying next to the 

> boot? <g> 



Hello, I haven't posted before, but I couldn't resist this one. I had wondered the same thing briefly but then reasoned that being imbued with magic, an experienced wizard would "feel" that it was a portkey... with perhaps an anti-muggle spell that would make it feel slimy or something to that effect if it was touched by anyone BUT a wizard to prevent some poor muggle from being pulled to the World Cup by mistake.



coni_ann@yahoo.com 





Message: 7375

Subject: wizard burnings & the freezing charm

Author: vjmerri

Date/Time: 8/20/00 4:12 pm

Reply to: 7106



By: schlaggen

Date: 8/17/00 6:29 pm 



In COS, Proffesor Binns states that it was built by Gryffindor, Slytherin, Hufflepuff and Ravenclaw, who wanted to train wizards far away from muggles (this was presumably in the middle ages, when magic practitioners were likely to be tortured or killed). 

---------



except that magic practitioners weren't really tortured and killed because the real practitioners could a) hide themselves and b) evidently were difficult to hurt by muggles.



Remember in the start of PoA Harry was finishing his essay on witch burning. there was wendolyn the wierd who enjoyed the tickling sensation after "the basic freezing charm" so much that she allowed herself to be burned numerous times. JKR gave the definite impression that no __real___ witches and wizards were actually hurt during this time period.



RE: the basic "freezing charm" that the champions should have used against the dragons. GOOD CALL. As Brooks said, JKR invents interesting spells and then sometimes doesn't follow through on keeping them in the rest of the books. Its not atypical for serial fantasy books and tv shows, although JKR does MUCH MUCH better than average at it.



How about this for an intra universe answer: Not a single one of the champions thought to use the freezing charm. Very forgetful of them actually. Also, although the charm would clearly have helped to prevent burns, they needed something else too because the dragon could simply have mooshed the champion with a front claw as he/she approached to get the egg,



vicki 





Message: 7511

Subject: Sirius Black and manic depression

Author: spicoli323

Date/Time: 8/22/00 1:10 am

Reply to: 



Yeah, I think his laughter was probably of the hysterical sort, or else the witnesses saw Sirius screaming in anger or fright, and mistook it for laughter. . . .not as farfetched as it sounds.

As for why he didn't leave Azkaban sooner, although he did keep his sanity, the dementors' presence was still rather opressive; he was probably in practically a trance most of the time, which he would only occasionally come out of, such as when he had a visitor like Fudge.

Azkaban and the dementors are a personification of depression, and anyone who has suffered from depression will attest that is the worst feeling imaginable, but it is often impossible to get out of, even if the sufferer wants to more than anything. It is the same way with Sirius Black in Azkaban: he would have wanted to get out, but couldn't rouse himself to escape earlier than he did. He said that the one thing that kept him going was his innocence; it was not a happy thought so the dementors couldn't take it from him. But learning of Wormtail's whereabouts gave him the idea of revenge, which was a happy though for him, though a rather bittersweet one. It was that happy thought that was the catalyst for his escape.

Still, if one is to continue the depression analogy, it could be argued that he was now in the manic phase of manic depression--that was why he ruushed recklessly to Hogwarts and was so eager to kill Wormtail. Mentally, he was still not all right, but hopefully after being free two years now he will be all right. He didn't show any signs of relapsing into depression in GoF, and that bodes well. I think as a result of being in Azkaban, if he meets a dementor in the future, they will always have as strong an effect on him as they did on Harry. This could be a problem if Voldemort gets them on his side. I hope Sirius learns a Patronus spell of his own. 





Message: 7812

Subject: Re: james exiting wand before h's mum

Author: angela_burgess

Date/Time: 8/30/00 6:24 pm

Reply to: 7806



No, I used to think that too, but in Book 1 and in Book 4, Voldemort says that he killed James first. In S/P's S, it's on page 294: "Yes, boy, your parents were brave...I killed your father first, and he put up a courageous fight". In GoF, I can't remember where it says it. But my idea is that Voldy at least thinks he killed James first, but because he used a different spell, he didn't actually die first. 





Message: 7813

Subject: Re: james exiting wand before h's mum

Author: spicoli323

Date/Time: 8/30/00 6:51 pm

Reply to: 7812



According to this explanation, though, even if James died after Lily, the spell to kill him would have been cast before the one that killed Lily. And as far as the Priori Incantatem effect goes, it is the *spells* that are regurgitated in reverse order. So the spell last cast would manifest itself first, meaning that Lily would come back before James.

So, there must be some explanation other than the order of the Potters' deaths for James coming back first. I think we'll have to wait another book or two to find out what that reason is, exactly. 





Message: 7022

Subject: Re: Wizard population/education

Author: flying_ford_anglia

Date/Time: 8/16/00 7:53 pm

Reply to: 7021



<<In the very first book, Neville said his family was afraid he wasn't magic enough to get admitted to Hogwarts. If he hadn't been, would he then

 not have been educated in magic at all? Or maybe that's when they are home-schooled? I always assumed that if he hadn't been admitted to Hogwarts, he would have had to go to another lesser quality school. >>



Perhaps he would have been sent to a regular school after a going through a suitable brainwashing charm? I think Hogwarts selects only those students with potential and leaves the rest to fit into a Muggle lifestyle or live in the Wizarding World, untrained. 



The only thing that bothers me about what I just wrote is that, in that scenario, some witches and wizards would end up having no education at all. We've also not resolved the problem of non-magical topics being absent from the Hogwarts' curriculum. Potions is great, but how much Chemistry is taught? Charms is fun, but not if you can't spell...





Message: 7027

Subject: Flame-Freezing Charm

Author: Danemead

Date/Time: 8/16/00 9:49 pm

Reply to: 



Also in PoA, there is a mention of Wendelin the Weird using a "basic Flame Freezing Charm" to escape the effects of being burned alive at the stake. Why didn't any of the Triwizard Champions think of using this charm against the dragons? (Yeah, I know -- would have spoiled the suspense.)



(Also, I wonder why the FF Charm wouldn't work for the two fires in the doorways leading to the Sorcerer's Stone in Book 1. Must have been special Wizard fires requiring Snape's icy potion to pass thru!) 





Message: 7039

Subject: Re: Physical presence of Wizarding Geogr

Author: vjmerri

Date/Time: 8/17/00 12:05 am

Reply to: 6955



By: brooksindy

Date: 8/15/00 11:32 pm 



where are the wizarding spaces?



physically in the Muggle spacetime continuum, I lean more & more to really in this world, but concealed, or at best (for the Alleys, and Gringott's vaults) in only a small pocket reality just barely off the Muggle one.



--------------

The wizarding world definitely seems to be in the same _time_ continuum, and JKR has stated in book one that the bank vaults are miles below the surface of London, so they would definitely seem to be in the same physical universe. By corollary, if the vaults are physically in London then Gringotts really has to be, and thence the rest of Diagon Alley. 



However, it just isn't realistic to be able to hide geographic areas the size a diagon alley in London. I think there is a physical connection to London that to the observer, maybe appears to be the size of a building. But like so much else of the wizarding world (the car trunks, the cars themselves, their tents. . .)it is bigger on the inside than the outside. JKR's wizarding geography definitely has Tardis like properties.



Its magic. There isn't a scientific explanation for where the space comes from. It isn't another dimension or anything. Its just magic. 



Of course, one could always say that Diagon Alley is simply diagonal to the muggle universe, which is why they can't see it :-)



>Consider - is the route taken by the Express riding an extant, physical, (possibly abandoned) Muggle track? And we know in PofA that the train >



Hermione says that the muggles can see Hogwarts, but it looks like a ruin, so the train must travel from London to somewhere. Remember, in C of Secrets, Ron and Harry could follow the train in the flying car, which went north and which was seen by a number of muggles across the country. That implies that the track and train are physically there but simply hidden with magical protections from muggle view. Ron and Harry, as young wizards, could see the train, but the car wasn't protected by the trains' muggle charms.



vicki 





Message: 7138

Subject: Re: Animagi & werewolves

Author: catlady_de_los_angeles

Date/Time: 8/17/00 10:51 pm

Reply to: 7053



Killing a werewolf during the Full Moon surely would be viewed as legitimate self-defense, and from what Lupin said about the danger to any human encountered by the werewolf minus Wolfsbane Potion, it WOULD BE self-defense. More interesting question: is it legal to kill a werewolf the other 28 days of the month?





Lockhart claimed to have cured a werewolf with the Homorphus Charm. As many of Lockhart's boasts were based on other people's actual deeds, do you think there actually IS a Homorphus Charm? 



Message: 7162

Subject: Re: Animagi & werewolves

Author: blaise_42

Date/Time: 8/18/00 5:38 am

Reply to: 7138 



<<Lockhart claimed to have cured a werewolf with the Homorphus Charm. As many of Lockhart's boasts were based on other people's actual deeds, do you think there actually IS a Homorphus Charm?>>



I don't think there is one. For one thing, if there were one, could Remus' parents not have tried it on him? Or Sirius could have used it when Remus transformed in PoA. I think it's all a product of Lockhart's imagination. Either that or the charm causes some sort of great harm to the werewolf, so that nobody who cared for the werewolf would ever use it on him. 



Wow! I love these complicated, in-depth discussions! 



~Blaise. 



Message: 7211

Subject: James's death

Author: delwyn_march

Date/Time: 8/18/00 5:39 pm

Reply to: 



Salut all !



I've been wondering lately about the Marauders and the events surrounding James and Lily's deaths.



2. Sirius suggested Peter as Secret-Keeper instead of himself ! Oh, come on ! Sirius being who he is would *never* have entrusted anyone else with such a sacred task, at least not without keeping a very close eye on them !



3. They performed the Fidelius Charm without the help of Dumbledore !? Great wizards they were indeed, James and Sirius (or maybe even James alone ?)



4. If the location of James and Lily's house was hidden inside Peter's head, how come Sirius and Dumbledore knew about it (Sirius came and Dumbledore sent Hagrid) ? I don't know exactly how this Fidelius Charm works, but what would have happened if V *had* gone after Sirius as they supposed he would : since Sirius knew where they were, how would he have kept it secret ?



Doriane 



Message: 7218

Subject: possible answers?(Was:re: James's death)

Author: jenP_97

Date/Time: 8/18/00 6:15 pm

Reply to: 7211



This is in response to Do's recent post - my message is so long that I'm not going to cut and paste her original questions... bear with me.



I'll start with her first comments/questions.



I have no good suggestion as to why Peter was so able to keep it a secret from everyone that he was a spy for a whole year. Except that maybe it was just too rediculous for anyone to even suspect. I mean, if you just *can't* see a person being intellectually/emotionally/physically able to do something, it's easy to miss the signs that they are in fact doing that very thing. I suppose that would go towards why sirius entrusted Peter with being the secret-keeper. Because it doesn't take brains to keep a secret - and anyone outside the Maurader's (sp?) friendship wouldn't have thought that James and Lily would have ever considered anyone but their *best* friend.



Re: the Fidelius charm w/o Dumbledore. I haven't acutally gone throught PoA with a fine-tooth comb in a while, but I thought they DID do it with help from Dumbledore. 



About how Dumbledore and Hagrid knew where the Potters lived: well, I assumed that since Peter hadn't kept his secret, the charm had been broken and therefore everyone would be able to see the house again. Sort of like a "reawakening"... Dumbledore knew where the Potters lived *before* the Fidelius Charm, then mysteriously forgot all about it when it was performed. Then, all of a sudden, he thinks to himself, "Crap!" (okay, so Dumbledore would never say that...) "I know where the Potters live! Something must have happened!" and rushed right over there. Just a speculation, of course.





Message: 7283

Subject: Re: James's death

Author: catlady_de_los_angeles

Date/Time: 8/19/00 2:39 pm

Reply to: 7211



> 2. Sirius suggested Peter as Secret-Keeper instead of himself ! Oh, come on ! Sirius being who he is would *never* have entrusted anyone else with such a sacred task, at least not without keeping a very close eye on them !



Sirius DID keep a close eye on Peter. He checked on Peter frequently. On the night in question, he dropped by Peter's home to check on him, found Peter absent with no sign of a struggle, and that is why he immediately rushed to Godric's Corner.



> 3. They performed the Fidelius Charm without the help of Dumbledore !? Great wizards they were indeed, James and Sirius (or maybe even James alone ?)



Well, they WERE.



> 4. If the location of James and Lily's house was hidden inside Peter's head, how come Sirius and Dumbledore knew about it (snip), but what would have happened if V *had* gone after Sirius as they supposed he would : since Sirius knew where they were, how would he have kept it secret ?



Well, I think the "going after Sirius" on the theory he was the Secret-Keeper would have consisted of capturing him and torturing him to reveal the Secret rather than following him as he travelled. Our Sirius would never break under torture, but he may have feared that they had powerful Dark magic to extract the secret from his heart once he was dead. But following him just would not have worked, because the magic of the Fidelius Charm would prevent it from working.



I have to re-read the text on Fidelius Charm again, but right now I speculate the Charm does not remove the secret knowledge from the minds of non-Secret-Keeeper trusted friends, only from the minds of outsiders. So it was not removed from Sirius's and Albus;s minds, but would have been instantly removed from the mind of anyone they told it to -- which implies that Hagrid was one of the trusted friends who already knew the location, or Albus could not have sent him there. 





Message: 7375

Subject: wizard burnings & the freezing charm

Author: vjmerri

Date/Time: 8/20/00 4:12 pm

Reply to: 7106



By: schlaggen

Date: 8/17/00 6:29 pm 



In COS, Proffesor Binns states that it was built by Gryffindor, Slytherin, Hufflepuff and Ravenclaw, who wanted to train wizards far away from muggles (this was presumably in the middle ages, when magic practitioners were likely to be tortured or killed). 

---------



except that magic practitioners weren't really tortured and killed because the real practitioners could a) hide themselves and b) evidently were difficult to hurt by muggles.



Remember in the start of PoA Harry was finishing his essay on witch burning. there was wendolyn the wierd who enjoyed the tickling sensation after "the basic freezing charm" so much that she allowed herself to be burned numerous times. JKR gave the definite impression that no __real___ witches and wizards were actually hurt during this time period.



RE: the basic "freezing charm" that the champions should have used against the dragons. GOOD CALL. As Brooks said, JKR invents interesting spells and then sometimes doesn't follow through on keeping them in the rest of the books. Its not atypical for serial fantasy books and tv shows, although JKR does MUCH MUCH better than average at it.



How about this for an intra universe answer: Not a single one of the champions thought to use the freezing charm. Very forgetful of them actually. Also, although the charm would clearly have helped to prevent burns, they needed something else too because the dragon could simply have mooshed the champion with a front claw as he/she approached to get the egg,



vicki 





Message: 7378

Subject: Re: wizard burnings & the freezing charm

Author: brooksindy

Date/Time: 8/20/00 4:23 pm

Reply to: 7375



> they needed something else too because the dragon could

> simply have mooshed the champion with a front claw as he/she approached to get the egg,



and Harry didn't just use the summoning charm on the gold egg itself because the dragon could chase him.... 





Message: 7380

Subject: Re: wizard burnings & the freezing charm

Author: spicoli323

Date/Time: 8/20/00 4:31 pm

Reply to: 7375



Remember, the bit about the flame freezing charm was in an essay Harry himself wrote, so he might have got his facts wrong or even made the whole thing up (although I rather doubt the latter).

Also, a flame freezing charm might not work on dragon flame--maybe the flame itself has some sort of magic that protects it.

As far as why Hogwarts was built isolated from muggles, even if muggles couldn't really hurt witches and wizards, they might have been somewhat of a danger to wizard children who weren't good enough at magic to defend themselves. Even if they couldn't do real harm, they would make a nuisance of themselves, and it would be a lot more conducive to teaching if there were none of them around 





Message: 7392

Subject: Stupid me

Author: spicoli323

Date/Time: 8/20/00 6:40 pm

Reply to: 



I can beat anyone else who notices to it and say I realized I was wrong in my previous post about Harry writing the excerpt on the flame freezing charm. He was reading it from one of his textbooks. Guess that's what comes of my not reading carefully enough. 





Message: 7460

Subject: Re: wizard burnings & the freezing charm

Author: anglinsbees

Date/Time: 8/21/00 3:57 pm

Reply to: 7375



Remember- Dragons are so magical that it takes numerous wizards in order to stun them. It only folows that the fire of such a powerfull creature would pack a much bigger "Whallop" than a regular fire. A Freezing charm is probably way too weak to have much affect on a Dragons fire. (IMHO)



Re Dragons and Parseltongue

Rowling describes the dragons as being quite Lizard like- and lizards are distinctly different than snakes. I think she is going to keep Parseltongue snake specific, and not let it overlap into all scaly critters.



Ellen 





Message: 7653

Subject: Re: Hermione's Hair

Author: selah_1977

Date/Time: 8/23/00 6:30 pm

Reply to: 7601



By: brooksindy

Date: 8/23/00 12:16 am 



>Is Hair-So-Sleek a magic product or a Muggle 

>product? For that matter, why couldn't she subdue 

>her hair more or less permanently with by Charming >it?) 



"I fear (sorry, Ebony) that if it is a muggle product you need to look in the "Ethnic" section of hair care products to find it. Also, I think 

*maybe* charms on living things expire."



No offense taken... Hair-So-Sleek sounds exactly like something my hairdresser sister would use at the salon! <g> Actually I wondered at someone's suggestion of a perm for EW at first until I remembered that a perm straightens my hair--the kind we want for EW would make me bald as an egg. ;)



I wasn't convinced by the Sleek stuff either, Brooksindy. First of all, I am almost certain that a charm *would* work. Then, too, I can't imagine Hermione's hair being all that bushy. Maybe extremely wavy or with what I call "electric curls"--hair that looks like you stuck your finger in a socket. But bushy? I know JKR says so, but I can't quite picture it.



Ebony AKA AngieJ 





Message: 7659

Subject: Re: Hermione's Hair

Author: GypsyCaine

Date/Time: 8/23/00 7:43 pm

Reply to: 7653



I wasn't convinced by the Sleek stuff either, Brooksindy. First of all, I am almost certain that a charm *would* work. Then, too, I can't imagine Hermione's hair being all that bushy. Maybe extremely wavy or with what I call "electric curls"--hair that looks like you stuck your finger in a socket. But bushy? I know JKR says so, but I can't quite picture it.







Message: 7147

Subject: Re: Neville Revelation

Author: vjmerri

Date/Time: 8/18/00 12:28 am

Reply to: 7146



By: estesrandy

Date: 8/18/00 12:05 am 



I just came across something in Sorcerer's Stone. Neville was attacked by Draco Malfoy who gave him the Leg-Locker curse. After the counter curse is performed on him and he explains what happened, Ron says to him:



"You've got to stand up to him, Neville!"



I think this is a subtle forshadowing of Neville's coming of age scene in Book 7. I predict Neville will finally publicly stand up to to Draco Malfoy and become a hero. 

--------------

I think it was more for the immediate use to have Neville stand up to H, Her & ron. Remember, he tried to stop them from getting out of the griffindor tower.



I think its going to be Ron who gets Draco. Now that doesn't mean that I don't agree that Neville will have his own coming of age party, but I don't think it will be against Draco.



Maybe it will be against Snape, who has always been so rough on him. As another example of "I don't care if he's against Lord V., Snape is still slime" in GOF Neville gets a detention for melting his cauldron, which was an accident anyway, but what makes it worse is that Snape forced him to pickle frog brains, or frog parts of some sort. Now Neville has a toad for a pet. How would anyone on the list like to have had to pickle parts of cats or dogs or whatever pet you had when you were 13-14, even if it wasn't your pet specifically. The frogs were used for potion ingredients, but there was no reason except sheer nastiness for Snape to make Neville do that to a creature that's so close to his own pet.



Snape is slime. I would like nothing more than for Neville's coming of age party to be standing up to Snape and giving him a real good curse.



Vicki 





Message: 7813

Subject: Re: james exiting wand before h's mum

Author: spicoli323

Date/Time: 8/30/00 6:51 pm

Reply to: 7812



According to this explanation, though, even if James died after Lily, the spell to kill him would have been cast before the one that killed Lily. And as far as the Priori Incantatem effect goes, it is the *spells* that are regurgitated in reverse order. So the spell last cast would manifest itself first, meaning that Lily would come back before James.

So, there must be some explanation other than the order of the Potters' deaths for James coming back first. I think we'll have to wait another book or two to find out what that reason is, exactly. 





Message: 3769

Subject: Some questions about HP IV...

Author: echomyst

Date/Time: 7/10/00 9:17 pm

Reply to: 



Hi everyone! I've *finally* finished GoF, but I think I'd better reread it in case I missed something! Meanwhile, can anyone please help me out with these:



1) Does Neville know more things about Voldemort and his followers than he's telling? (He knew about the cruciatus curse and volunteered to talk about it in class, yet he's usually so quiet)

 

2) Why did the so-called Moody (young Barty Crouch) teach his classes the 3 illegal spells (imperio, cruciatus, avada kedavra) when he knew that they would actually help Harry in his duel with Voldemort?







Message: 4129

Subject: Still puzzled...(spoiler)

Author: echomyst

Date/Time: 7/12/00 10:17 pm

Reply to: 




E




I'm still puzzled why "Moody" (Barty Crouch) obeyed Dumbledore and taught his classes the illegal curses--even though he must know they'd help Harry duel Voldemort!




Also, you know how Neville is always so quiet in class? How come he suddenly put up his hand in the Defence Against Dark Arts class and volunteered about the Cruciatus Curse? Does he know more about his parents and Voldemort's followers?



Sorry again if someone's asked these questions already!



Emily =) 





Message: 4135

Subject: Re: Still puzzled...(spoiler)

Author: galileo_did

Date/Time: 7/12/00 10:34 pm

Reply to: 4129
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<<<I'm still puzzled why "Moody" (Barty Crouch) obeyed Dumbledore and taught his classes the illegal curses--even though he must know they'd help Harry duel Voldemort!>>>



I noticed a lot of inconsistencies with Moody/crouch... like this one...
?



Galileo 







Message: 4149

Subject: Re: Still puzzled...(spoiler)

Author: pt4ever

Date/Time: 7/13/00 12:26 am

Reply to: 4135





I noticed a lot of inconsistencies with Moody/crouch... like this one... and the fact that he tells Harry and Hermione that they would be great aurors... wouldn't he want to discourage that sort of aspiration, being a dark wizard himself? Perhaps he was trying to lead them into it, in order to make them targets in the future? Still seems thin. 

>>>



Didn't Barty Crouch, while confessing, say something like, "I had to learn how the real Moody acted so no one would suspect." If he *hadn't* taught the kids curses, or told them to become aurors, or abused the Slytherins (i.e. Draco Malfoy) he wouldn't seem like the "real" Moody, and someone -- namely Dumbledore -- would have gotten suspicious.




JoAnna 








Message: 4219

Subject: Re: Draco - *Spoiler*

Author: catlady_de_los_angeles

Date/Time: 7/14/00 4:26 am

Reply to: 3912
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> After all, Draco still needs his wizarding education, (snip) [Hogwarts] is also Voldemort's alma mater, and probably Lucius Malfoy's as well.



Yes. SS, American paperback, page77, chapter five, in Madam Malkin's shop, Draco, having encountered Harry without knowing who he is, is making what he considers pleasant conversation, saying: "I know I'll be in Slytherin, all our family has been" 



> No, there's evidence that Lucius Malfoy is a Death Eater...the mark on his arm. Snape had one, and showed it to Fudge, saying that it had been growing darker and darker. Wouldn't Lucius Malfoy have one as well? Also, if Lucius tries to return to "normal" wizard society and masquerade as a non-Voldemort supporter, won't the mark give him away? Or does it fade?



I know that people have already pointed out that lots of people who had followed Voldemort changed sides once he lost. Many of them were under the Imperius Curse and someone decribed them as 'like coming out of trances'. Lucius Malfoy is known to be one of the people who came back (SS, American paperback page 110, Chapter six, after the fight on the train with Draco Malfoy & his enforcers), Ron said: "I've heard of his family. They were some of the first to come back to our side after You-Know-Who disappeared. Said they'd been bewitched. My dad doesn't believe it. He says Malfoy's father didn't need an excuse to go over to the Dark Side." 






Message: 4228

Subject: Re: book 4 SPOILER

Author: hert0661

Date/Time: 7/14/00 5:27 am

Reply to: 4222




This message contains spoilers for book 4
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"Mundungus Fletcher is another old friend in Dumbledore's instruction, but he also is mentioned in chapter ten, page 135 UK, as having put in a claim for a 12 bedroom tent with jacuzzi when Percy knows he really was sleeping under a cloak propped up on sticks."



He is also mentioned in CoS. When Arthur gets home, after the boys have rescued Harry from Privet Drive, he says that Mundungus tried to put a curse on him while his back was turned. This was during one of his ministry raids.



Simon 






Message: 4241

Subject: Re: GoF SPOILER   

Author: plinsenmayer

Date/Time: 7/14/00 11:14 am

Reply to: 4232






<<According to Book 1, Ch. 17, page 294 (American ed.) Voldemort tells Harry that he killed James first, then Lily (who was protecting Harry)




of course, looking at this passage, Voldemort says that Lily didn't need to die. She did because she was protecting Harry. Wonder if that means anything...>>



Voicelady: <<<Ah, yes, but at the end of GoF, when V's murders are coming out of his wand BACKWARD, we see James and then Lily next. I think we were supposed to assume that Voldemort killed James first, but now we have *evidence* that he went after Lily first. And since Lily died protecting Harry, now we can reasonably infer that Voldemort's main purpose was to kill Harry! Which now completely ups the ante as far as Harry's safety is concerned.>>>



I have long assumed that Harry was Voldemort's prime (or perhaps sole) target. But, I think there is more than one inference to be made from the fact that James comes out of the wand first. 




Voldemort killed Lily first. This would mean that James must have been in the room and that James tried to protect Harry after Lily died. Otherwise, Voldemort would have killed Lily and then turned immediately to Harry (if James were not somehow in the way). We know that his failure to kill Harry caused him to lose most of his powers, so he would not have had powers remaining sufficient to kill James after having killed Lily and having failed to kill Harry. So, if Lily was killed first, then James must have been stepping in & trying to prevent Harry from being attacked & got himself killed at that point.






The problem with that theory in my mind is that Harry heard his father shouting at Lily to "take Harry and run," which certainly implies that Voldemort would have encountered James first.



(2) He tried to kill James first, but James was also quite a powerful wizard and resisted dying for some period of time (V used something less than the killing curse) and so Lily died before James. I'm picturing James lying in the living room, trying to shake off V's curse, while V moves on to the bedroom, where Lily is trying to escape with Harry. He kills Lily, James expires in the living room, and then V turns to Harry, and his curse rebounds on himself, squashing his powers.



There are probably other scenarios as well, but these were the 2 that came to my mind.



Penny 








Message: 4270

Subject: Re: Who died first

Author: plinsenmayer

Date/Time: 7/14/00 3:46 pm

Reply to: 4267



Hi:



<<<Don't know if this was already addressed, but he would have had to kill James first, because Lilly died protecting Harry...logically, he couldn't have killed James after his spell to kill Harry didn't work and he lost his power.>>>



Not necessarily. SPOILER WARNING (end of GoF)
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James came out of the wand first, which means he died after Lily. So, I have 2 theories already posted in detail in an earlier message today. Briefly, V met up with Lily & Harry first, killed Lily and was then interrupted from turning to Harry by Jame
s. He then kills James before turning to Harry. OR, he tried to kill James (but didn't use the killing curse, something lesser), and James lay dying in another room while Lily was killed. In this scenario, Lily dies first, even though James was the first attacked. I like the 2nd theory best.



Penny 






Message: 4343

Subject: Re: Draco - *Spoiler*

Author: hert0661

Date/Time: 7/15/00 3:28 pm

Reply to: 4219


e


"I know that people have already pointed out that lots of people who had followed Voldemort changed sides once he lost. Many of them were under the Imperius Curse and someone decribed them as 'like coming out of trances'. Lucius Malfoy is known to be one of the people who came back"



I would doubt that any of the Death Eater, who are Voldemort's closest supporters, would have been under his control by the Imperius Curse. I would have thought that they would have been there under their free will.



Simon 




Message: 4372

Subject: Re: Bk4 plothole & fun fic

Author: catlady_de_los_angeles

Date/Time: 7/15/00 10:07 pm

Reply to: 4358
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> The irony there, is how close Cedric came to being the first and only one to touch it. I've wondered what would have happened if Cedric (or Krum or Fleur) had shown up in the graveyard without Harry. (snip) I mean, did they have a plan B?




No plan, B, just counting on Croody/Mouch to do in the other competitors. He succeeded in stunning Fleur and he would have knocked out Cedric with Viktor's Cruiciatus curse if Harry hadn't gone through the wall (hedge) in order to rescue him.



It seems that Voldemort still has not learned from experience that some people will sacrifice their own interests to help other people -- which is strange considering that he takes it for granted that his followers will be as loyal to him as House Elfs and sacrifice all their own interests to him! 






Message: 4431

Subject: Re: Snape -- HP4 Spoiler

Author: Danemead

Date/Time: 7/16/00 10:30 pm

Reply to: 4425



*** SPOILER ***

 *** SPOILER ***

 *** SPOILER ***

 *** SPOILER ***

>>>>Back in Book 1, Snape saves Harry from Quirrell at the Quidditch match. I wouldn't put it beyond Voldemort's ability to have known what Snape did. If anything, there is the possibility. Given this, if Snape were to get back under Voldemort's good graces it would take some major

 hem kissing. <<<<<<<<<



Well, we already know that Voldemort is an idiot, so maybe it would be possible, LOL! I mean, the guy finally gets his body back, and his has his arch-enemy tied up in front of him, at his mercy. What does he do? He UNTIES him, GIVES BACK his wand, and proceeds the throw the VERY SAME CURSE at Harry that rebounded on him 13 years earlier. DUH! A nice .38 caliber slug between the eyes would have been more effective and safer. But then the story would be over and we would all be heartbroken. So HURRAY for stupid villains!! I wonder if any of his more savvy 'lieutenants' are having second thoughts about their leader, nyuk, nyuk, nyuk. 






Message: 4487

Subject: RE: A few Comments . . . SPOILER WARNING

Author: plinsenmayer

Date/Time: 7/17/00 9:44 pm

Reply to: 



Hi:



This is my spoiler warning -- please heed it if you haven't finished GoF. This relates to the ending of GoF. Hopefully, this is enough space -
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<<<What I found odd was that Harry /knew/ James was going to be coming out of the wand first. I agree that we hear James's voice telling Lily to run and protect Harry, and that all clues we

have indicate that James was killed before Lily was... but the order coming out of the wand /clearly/ shows that the spell cast to kill James was prior to Lily's - Lily died first, and then James. I don't know if this was a mistake, or not, but we'll find out I'm sure!>>>>



Actually, I think Harry only *knew* it was his father because his father was in the process of coming out of the wand when he thinks this. In other words, he is seeing the beginning of his father's head when he thinks to himself that he knows who this one is. I don't think he is saying he *knew* it before James even started to come out.



But, you do make a good point about prior incantatum being the reverse *spells* that were done -- so the spell that killed Lily was, it would seem, cast *before* the spell that killed James, regardless of which one of them *died* first. I hadn't picked up on that yet, but I'm not that far in the re-read so I forgive myself. <g> 



So . . . maybe one of my theories from the other day isn't so bad. That is: Voldemort's primary target is Harry. There's also support for this in that James says "I'll hold him off -- take Harry & run." This could imply that James would be preventing Voldy from getting to Harry to give Lily time to flee with Harry (rather than taking a stand against V who wanted to kill both James & Harry).



Okay, so onward with my theory. Voldy arrives with the intent to kill Harry. He encounters James in a front room and brushes past him, intent on his target. James is unable to deflect him or hold him off for whatever reason. But, Voldy must not curse him at this point. Lily is trying to shield Harry and won't get out of the way. So, Voldy kills her. Then, James steps in & tries to shield his son. Voldy disposes of him too. Of course, if true, why would his *mother's* death give him protection (rather than both parents)? I'm boxing myself into a corner I think. And, what of the fact that their house was destroyed, etc.? Voldy couldn't have done anything really after attempting to curse Harry, if we're to believe the curse rebounded & he was left powerless. 



This is all very interesting . . . .I have more questions than answers now.



Penny 






Message: 4544

Subject: RE: A few Comments . . . SPOILER WARNING

Author: heiditandy

Date/Time: 7/18/00 11:59 am

Reply to: 4487







<<<But, you do make a good point about prior incantatum being the reverse *spells* that were done -- so the spell that killed Lily was, it would seem, cast *before* the spell that killed James, regardless of which one of them *died* first. I hadn't picked up on that yet, but I'm not that far in the re-read so I forgive myself. <g> >>>

<SNIP>

This is all very interesting . . . .I have more questions than answers now>>>>>



Believe me, if you did a reread of book one, you'd ahve even more questions - in the room with the Mirror or Erised, Voldemort tells Harry that his father was killed before his mother was, which makes the whole Order of Coming Out Of The Wand even more baffling. The only way I can think to reconcile it is that the order in which they come out is the order in which the spells were done, not the order in which people actually died. Then again, maybe JKR will come up with some explanation that Harry's survival of whatever Voldemort tried to do to him jumbled the way things went into the wand - it had to've because otherwise there could've been a shadow of the spell he did on Harry in there which backfired on himself. 

This leads, of course, to 2 other questions:

1. Can a Prior Incantium only be done once?

2. How can we think it was the Avada curse which Voldemort did against Harry & Parents, when it also destroyed the house, whereas on the other occasions when it's been done (to the Riddles & to the spider) it didn't cause any damage to the surrounding stuff? 








Message: 4548

Subject: RE: A few Comments . . . SPOILER WARNING

Author: Danemead

Date/Time: 7/18/00 12:53 pm

Reply to: 4544
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>>>>>2. How can we think it was the Avada curse which Voldemort did against Harry & Parents, when it also destroyed the house, whereas on the other occasions when it's been done (to the Riddles & to the spider) it didn't cause any damage to the surrounding stuff? <<<<<



Harry remembers the green light which is characteristic of the curse. Plus, it's the quickest, neatest way to eliminate a person -- Voldemort already used it on his father & grandparents. I think the destruction of the house had to do with the effect of the Avada Kedavra curse rebounding onto Voldemort - remember it actually destroyed his body. 



Speaking of rebounds, Harry ought to work on figuring a way to transform a ring or bracelet into a mirrored shield to reflect curses -- just shout the magic word DEFLECTO!! and it bounces back onto the perpetrator....



##########


Coming soon: "Harry Potter and the Enchanted Brothel" 

-- in which Harry 'becomes a man', and later on saves Hermione from a life of degradation with the help of Winky, the House Elf of Ill Repute. 






Message: 4549

Subject: RE: A few Comments . . . SPOILER WARNING

Author: pt4ever

Date/Time: 7/18/00 12:53 pm

Reply to: 4544
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>>>

2. How can we think it was the Avada curse which Voldemort did against Harry & Parents, when it also destroyed the house, whereas on the other occasions when it's been done (to the Riddles & to the spider) it didn't cause any damage to the surrounding stuff? 

>>>



My opinion is that the damage to the Potter house was due to either (a) Voldemort trying to get to the Potters (i.e. a "Let me in or I'll blow your house down" sort of thing) or (b) the curse backfiring on Voldemort. Not only did it cause Voldemort to disappear, but it also destroyed the house, perhaps because of the power behind it?



-- JoAnna 






Message: 4565

Subject: Chapter 2 - What's Going On? - SPOILERS

Author: Danemead

Date/Time: 7/18/00 9:57 pm

Reply to: 
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What do you think is going on with Harry being present at Voldemort's house in a dream state? Is is Astral Traveling, Lucid Dreaming, or Out-of-Body Experiences? This new ability of Harry's has some intriguing possibilities - with him being able to "s
py" on Voldemort in dreams (he does it again later in the book - Chapter 29). If this is some kind of power that can be developed in the next 3 books, it will be interesting to see whether Voldemort becomes aware he's being watched. I wonder just how many more unknown powers Harry has. [As an aside, I'm still wondering why Moody/Crouch deliberately trained Harry to resist the Imperius Curse. It's almost like he wants to make it harder for Voldemort. We'll never know now, thanks to Fudge and the Dementor.] 






Message: 4570

Subject: Re: Chapter 2 - What's Going On? - SPOIL

Author: brp13

Date/Time: 7/18/00 10:26 pm

Reply to: 4565




*

Harry, weither or not he knows it, is probably one of the most powerful wizards alive. He still needs the skills, basic spells and such, but if he was a bookworm like Hermione, well, it'd be scary... He would probably be like the most powerful good wizard, at least a close second to Dumbledoor. He probably trained him to avoid the curse because otherwise he would be caught. Harry has an almost unnatural ability to resist spells. Especially coming from evil people... Well, just my $.02. 







Message: 4713

Subject: Re: Still puzzled...(spoiler)

Author: Carlsson79

Date/Time: 7/20/00 10:18 pm

Reply to: 4129



*

*



> Also, you know how Neville is always so quiet in class? How come he suddenly put up his hand in the Defence Against Dark Arts class and volunteered about the Cruciatus Curse? Does he know more about his parents and Voldemort's followers?



I think it is a very personal sort of thing. When we talked about the eye in biology - I answered all the questions (I am partially sighted - spent months of life in eye department of hospital) - when you are all discussing something so personal to you, you want to make sure you say it. I can't explain.



Nicholas 







Message: 4718

Subject: Re: Still puzzled...(spoiler)

Author: triner2001

Date/Time: 7/20/00 10:45 pm

Reply to: 4713
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Neville is such a quiet timid boy, yet he carries this huge knowledge about his parents' condition and how it came about. You have to wonder if he remembers what they were like before the Cruciatus Curse was used on them. Also everyone rather expects 
him not to say much at all in class, so his piping up regarding such a terrifying curse is surprising. And his expression upon seeing the curse that destroyed his parents was probably similar to the horror that was most likely on Harry's face (even though it wasn't described) when Moody demonstrated the Avada Kedavra Curse. 



Although I feel so sorry for Neville, I think knowing this about him, gives his character a depth that wasn't there before. I am looking forward to seeing what's in store for Neville in the coming books. And contrary to the theory that he will betray Harry a la Pettigrew, I think he'll demonstrate a fortitude heretofore not seen.



BTW, anyone else notice that Avada Kedavra sounds an awful lot like Abracadabra?



Trina 






Message: 4728

Subject: Re: What did the audience see? - SPOILER

Author: Danemead

Date/Time: 7/20/00 11:54 pm

Reply to: 4723



S




My point about using the Pensieve to extract the memory was so that the authorities would have a VISUAL record of what happened when Voldemort was reborn -- kinda like those police car video cameras that capture what happens when a traffic stop goes terribly wrong. I agree that all Harry would have to do is watch to remember the incident for himself. And I believe it's a psychological fact that the mind FORGETS pain as a sensation. Harry would remember that the Cruciatus Curse was used on him, and he would remember that it was agonizing, but the mind and body don't actually re-create the pain along with the memory. 






Message: 5166

Subject: Re: Questions about Lily, James and Snap

Author: plinsenmayer

Date/Time: 7/26/00 11:24 pm

Reply to: 5165




<<<1. I'm sure this has been brought up before but during the climactic battle between Harry and Voldemort and their two wands meet and the "ghosts" of Voldemort's victims emerged from the wand in reverse order, Lily and James came out the wrong way. Didn't James die before Lily (according to PoA)? Therefore Lily should've came out first. Is this a mistake or a foreshadowing of a plot twist in future books?>>>



There's been extensive discussion of this topic already on this group & on hpanonymous. You might want to read through the archives to get a sense of what people believe. I have a wild theory that Voldemort cursed James first, but he died after Lily. 



<<<2. Voldemort mentioned that one of the Death Eaters has left him forever and that he will be killed. He is likely referring to Snape who admitted being once a Death Eater. Will he be killed in the next book? What was the "task" Dumbledore sent Snape to do?>>>



Also discussed extensively. Snape likely was the spy who informed Dumbledore that Voldemort was after the Potters (see PoA). Dumbledore probably wants him to infiltrate the dark forces again. 



I know there's no search engine on this Yahoo board -- a lamentable deficiency. Good luck searching through old messages!



Penny 





Message: 5247

Subject: GoF Surprise Ending SPOILER/Lee Anne Sez

Author: catlady_de_los_angeles

Date/Time: 7/28/00 2:00 am

Reply to: 



i

have

to

make

a

big

spoiLer

space

for

a

big

spOiler




This is a question that many people asked when they reached the surprise ending of Goblet of Fire:



Lee: I find myself wondering why Death Eater Moody would work so hard at teaching Harry how to resist the Imperius curse.



Me: Lots of people asked that in the e-mail-lists. I wasn't the only person who answered that Croody/Mouch had to teach the stuff that Dumbledore had told him to teach, to avoid rousing suspicion.



Lee: It's out of character for *Dumbledore* to want the students taught curses.



Me: In order to defend against them.



Lee: That's what fake Moody said, but we can't take his word for anything. I won't believe that Dumbledore told him to teach curses unti I see someone reliable tell me so.



Me: O.k.a.y, what's y.o.u.r theory?



Lee: He and Riddle both seem concerned about fighting honorably. 






Message: 5433

Subject: Re: Voldemorte Soup (book 4) Spoiler

Author: Danemead

Date/Time: 7/31/00 2:11 pm

Reply to: 5423



>>>>He's a few carrots shy of Vegetable Soup as far as I am concerned. <<<<
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I agree! I'm thinking he's a little stupid to not only give Harry a weapon to fight back, just in order to put on a gratifying show for his pitiful band of followers, but he uses the EXACT SAME CURSE on Harry that backfired on him 13 years ago! Hellll
loooooo????? What made him think that he could kill Harry with Avada Kedavra this time, if it didn't work before? Book 5 is gonna have the Big V losing some respect from the few members of his followers who can think for themselves! Maybe Lucius Malfoy is starting to wonder about staging a coup.... Big V is going to be really pissed at Harry and probably plan some major major major demonstration of nastiness to get revenge. 






Message: 5796

Subject: Re: Who else wants to see the return of.

Author: vjmerri

Date/Time: 8/5/00 1:33 am

Reply to: 5737


3
pt4ever listed a number of theories on why fake moody turned Draco into a bouncing ferret. 



I think it is a combination of several of them. At the "great ending exposition" he did seem genuinely angry at any DE who was living among other wizards. He seemed to greatly dislike their hyposcrisy and the fact that they had abandoned Lord V, so he may have been punishing Draco for Lucious' failings.



He also might simply have enjoyed the feeling of power that gave him and Draco was one of the first excuses he had to use his magic in quite a while.



But, IMO, he also did it because it was something that the real Mad-Eye Moody would have done. It would seem to me that if you are impersonating a person, eventually you become so enmeshed in the "character" that you literally do things that he would do without thinking a great deal about it. Now that wouldn't extend to Crouch leaving V.'s side, but still, to a certain extent he "became" Moody, which does explain some of the seemingly contradictory things he did, such as teach the kids how to withstand the dark arts.



If Dumbledore had requested that the young wizards be taught the defenses to the curses, that would explain "Moody" teaching them, but it does NOT explain why "Moody" spent so much time drilling them into Harry's mind.



Maybe Barty Crouch, Jr. was somewhat schizo-phrenic in his mind, and this came out by teaching the classes how to defend themselves well. 



Vicki 














Message: 5941


Subject: Re: Harry the Dark Wizard? (Well not qui

Author: catlady_de_los_angeles

Date/Time: 8/6/00 12:54 pm

Reply to: 5916



> Now skip back to PoA. When Harry first sees Sirius he wants to kill him, and points his wand at his heart. Of course Harry doesn't kill Sirius but my question is- could he have?



I don't know what Harry thought he was planning to do, but I am sure that there are ways to kill people by magic other than using a death curse. For example, to levitate a person to a great height and then let them drop. Or maybe Harry was planning to paralyze Sirius in order to kill him by Muggle technology. 






Message: 6182

Subject: Imperious Curse 

Author: GypsyCaine

Date/Time: 8/8/00 12:39 am

Reply to: 6181



What would you do with that curse at your fingertips? I would prolly make my ex get a job! Grins. Seriously...







Grins. Back to HP. Moody taught Harry how to resist the curse. Why? There wasn't anything in the maze that was going to use it against him, but Voldy. Why give the boy additional armor? This is something that has bugged me... 






Message: 6191

Subject: Re: Imperious Curse 

Author: catlady_de_los_angeles

Date/Time: 8/8/00 1:29 am

Reply to: 6182



> Moody taught Harry how to resist the curse. Why? There wasn't anything in the maze that was going to use it against him, but Voldy. Why give the boy additional armor? This is something that has bugged me... 



This is one of the those questions that keep being asked. My friend Lee thinks the answer is that both Voldemort and "Moody" are concerned about fighting fair (clearly, only when they fight against Harry: there is sure no concern about being fair to Cedric!!!). That could because of some part of the mysterious Harry prophecy, or in order to impress the watching Death Eaters, or just because the hero couldn't win if the bad guy followed the Rule for Evil Overlord (a set of rules whose URL has been posted in this list a couple of times, such as 'When you have the hero at your mercy, shoot him right away, without taking time to explain how you caught him or why you hate him).



However, I find much of the above theory pretty implausible and I, like many people, figured the fake Moody taught Harry to resist the Imperius Curse because Dumbledore had instructed him to and disobeying Dumbledore would have caused suspicion. Lee rejects this theory, saying that we have only "Moody"'s word for it that Dumbledore wanted the students to be taught curses, that that seems to her to be out of character for Dumbledore, and that she won't believe Anything "Moody" tells her without some good corroboration. 



So I then I said that "Moody" was actually testing out Harry's ability to defend against the curses in order to forewarn V. what he was up against so that V. could prepare. 






Message: 6194

Subject: Re: Imperious Curse 

Author: schlaggen

Date/Time: 8/8/00 1:42 am

Reply to: 6191



I have a different theory. I think that Crouch new that Voldy would use Avada Kedavra (which is normally unblockable), and decided that he might as well curse Harry a few times for fun under the premise that it was educational.



He may have even used fake imperius curses so that the students will be helpless if they ever meet the real thing. 






Message: 6223

Subject: Re: Imperious Curse 

Author: harry_potter00

Date/Time: 8/8/00 10:13 am

Reply to: 6182



<<<<Back to HP. Moody taught Harry how to resist the curse. Why? There wasn't anything in the maze that was going to use it against him, but Voldy. Why give the boy additional armor? This is something that has bugged me...>>>>




I have been wondering about this too, and frankly I can't come up with much. My best Idea is that Moody/Crouch wanted to kill Harry himself, (as he was trying to do) after the portkey brought him back to Hogwarts. Therefore he would become Voldy's glorified servant..



Also did anyone else notice that the younger Barty Crouch did not seemed to have aged much since the trial??



Scott 






Message: 6242

Subject: Re: Imperious Curse 

Author: heiditandy

Date/Time: 8/8/00 12:12 pm

Reply to: 6182



<<Grins. Back to HP. Moody taught Harry how to resist the curse. Why? There wasn't anything in the maze that was going to use it against him, but Voldy. Why give the boy additional armor? This is something that has bugged me... >>

I read what someone else said, that "Moody" ran the curses by the students to see what reactions Harry had, and report back to Voldemort about them - and this makes sense - it's not like "Moody" could try the Aveda on the students, but he could try the Imperius one = and then, Voldemort didn't try the Imperius curse on Harry in the graveyard - probably because he knew, from "Moody" that it wouldn't necessarily work. 






Message: 6246

Subject: Re: Imperious Curse 

Author: the_dark_vivi

Date/Time: 8/8/00 12:37 pm

Reply to: 6242



The dark lord did try the Imperious Curse on him.  He wanted Harry to say the pain was to much.




Message: 6248

Subject: Re: Imperious Curse 

Author: heiditandy

Date/Time: 8/8/00 12:49 pm

Reply to: 6246



No, that wasn't Imperious- it was Crucia-whatever (don't have my book here). And Moody couldn't really try that on the students either. 




Message: 6276

Subject: Re: Imperious Curse 

Author: Hot_Gazpacho

Date/Time: 8/8/00 5:11 pm

Reply to: 6248



Beg your pardon, heidi, but you are mistaken. The curse in question was indeed Imperius, but Voldy also performed the Cruciatus curse on Harry, first.




Then, while Harry was incapacitated from the pain, Voldy attempted to force Harry to admit the pain was too much for him to bear, by using the Imperius curse. His attempt was foiled when Harry refused to allow the curse to dominate his thoughts and actions.



So, the proposition that Moody tested out Imperius on Harry to see how he would respond, in order to tell Voldy about Harry's reaction, can't be the case. If Moody had really told Voldy about Harry's ability to resist Imperius, the Dark Lord wouldn't have attempted that curse at all.



Regards,

Hot Gazpacho 






Message: 6279

Subject: Re: Imperious Curse 

Author: Hot_Gazpacho

Date/Time: 8/8/00 5:18 pm

Reply to: 6191



But catlady,



If Moody clearly discovered that Harry could resist Imperious, why did Voldy try the curse on Harry later? Did Moody forget to tell Voldy about Harry's immunity to Imperius? Did Voldy think he could still execute the curse even though Harry had resisted it in the past?



This last suggestion seems plausible -- Voldy is certainly prone to overestimating his power, skill and ability (one of his consistent downfalls), and even if Moody had told him that Imperius wouldn't work on Harry, Voldy probably blew it off and said "*I* could make the curse work on that pathetic little boy"



Thank goodness he's always underestimating Harry, it seems to be the only way Harry keeps surviving these battles with him!



Regards,

Hot Gazpacho 






Message: 6297

Subject: Re: Imperious Curse 

Author: Danemead

Date/Time: 8/8/00 6:16 pm

Reply to: 6276



>>>>If Moody had really told Voldy about Harry's ability to resist Imperius, the Dark Lord wouldn't have attempted that curse at all.

Regards,

Hot Gazpacho

<<<<<<



I'm not too sure about Voldemort's creative thinking abilities. I mean, the guy already tried the Avada Kedavra curse on Harry once before, and look what happened. Why did he try it again, when a nice .45 caliber slug in the forehead would have vanqui
shed Mr. Potter most effectively! I know, I know... he was trying to show off his power to his pathetic collection of Death Eaters, but it sorta backfired on him again, huh? 






Message: 6346

Subject: Re: Imperious Curse 

Author: bostonlsu81

Date/Time: 8/8/00 11:25 pm

Reply to: 6297



> I'm not too sure about Voldemort's creative thinking abilities. I

> mean, the guy already tried the Avada Kedavra curse on Harry once

> before, and look what happened. Why did he try it again, when a nice

> .45 caliber slug in the forehead would have vanquished Mr. Potter most

> effectively! I know, I know... he was trying to show off his power to

> his pathetic collection of Death Eaters, but it sorta backfired on him

> again, huh? 



I've got to wonder if some seeds of doubt weren't planted in the Death Eaters minds by Harry's performance. First, he was able to throw off the Big V's imperious curse, which a very experienced wizard such as Crouch Sr. wasn't able to do. Then they had to watch the battle of the wands, with Harry forcing the balls of light back into the Big V's wand. That was a most impressive performance! 






Message: 6383

Subject: Re: Imperious Curse 

Author: S_Ings

Date/Time: 8/9/00 10:29 am

Reply to: 6297



<I'm not too sure about Voldemort's creative thinking abilities.>



I agree, I think he's so sure that he's the biggest and baddest guy around that it's pretty much inconceivable to him that anyone, let alone Harry, would be able to resist any of his curses. Someday he's going to be too cocky for his own good and someone (Harry) will take him down a notch or two (or 4 or 6).



Sheryll 






Message: 6641

Subject: Inventing a spell

Author: Danemead

Date/Time: 8/11/00 4:03 pm

Reply to: 



Well, here's my attempt at inventing a new spell -- not much, but then it's Friday and the brain is malfunctioning...



Inasmuchas - a Spanish curse. (Chant IN-AS-MUCH-AS three times clearly). 



When inflicted upon a businessman/businesswoman, causes excessively verbose dictation in official correspondence. May also induce sleepiness and fatal brainclouds in those who read such letters. Also causes increase in 'fog factor' in legal documents. Similar to curses known as "Heretofor" and "Aforesaid." 






Message: 6776

Subject: Re: Mandrake

Author: ravenclawlady

Date/Time: 8/13/00 1:07 pm

Reply to: 6773




I have a question about the mandrakes in CoS. Did anyone else feel sorry for the poor things? Here, they were given so many human qualities. Professor Sprout even told how mature they were by their behavior (throwing raucus parties, moving into each other's pots, etc). Then they were to be cut up for restorative potions!



Just food for thought.



Melanie





PS: Yes, I also pitied the spiders Moody used to demonstrate the Unforgivable Curses.







Message: 6962

Subject: Re: Have you ever considered....

Author: Danemead

Date/Time: 8/16/00 12:52 am

Reply to: 6959



>>>Whether James died first or Lily died first,<<<



When Harry re-lives the fatal visit from Voldemort, when the Dementors are near him, he doesn't actually hear James die, he only hears him telling Lily to take Harry and go. Then he hears Voldemort telling his mother to step aside so that V can kill Harry. So it's possible that Voldemort did kill Lily first.



And WHAT destroyed the Potters' home? The Avada Kedavra curse doesn't cause damage to things, only kills people (sounds like a neutron bomb). Did the "backfire" from Harry blow up the house? Did James do it when he attempted some so-far-unknown destructive curse on Voldemort? And if the house was nearly destroyed, why wasn't Harry injured except for a cut on his forehead?



I do think there's plenty more surprises to come. 






Message: 7146

Subject: Neville Revelation

Author: estesrandy

Date/Time: 8/18/00 12:05 am

Reply to: 



I just came across something in Sorcerer's Stone. Neville was attacked by Draco Malfoy who gave him the Leg-Locker curse. After the counter curse is performed on him and he explains what happened, Ron says to him:



"You've got to stand up to him, Neville!"



I think this is a subtle forshadowing of Neville's coming of age scene in Book 7. I predict Neville will finally publicly stand up to to Draco Malfoy and become a hero. 






Message: 7800

Subject: Re: james exiting wand before h's mum

Author: angela_burgess

Date/Time: 8/28/00 6:51 pm

Reply to: 7799




That makes sense, but I'm pretty sure Lily was the one who told Harry what to do. I'm sure there was a reason though, that James came before Lily. I like the idea that it was because Harry was used to James so he had a few moments to "prepare" himself before seeing Lily. Someone else on another message board said that maybe Voldy used another curse on James, so maybe he didn't die right away. What do y'all think? 






Message: 7806

Subject: Re: james exiting wand before h's mum

Author: Jayana

Date/Time: 8/29/00 4:54 pm

Reply to: 7799



We also don't know for certain that Voldemort killed Lily first; Harry only remembers his father telling her that he'll try to stall him (or something like that) in PoA. In reality, Voldemort may not have taken James as the bait, killed Lily first instead, then James as he was leaving and then Harry. And smashed the house before all that because the Avada Karada (or whatever) curse doesn't really do anything except kill someone; no big explosions or anything. 
























