Quidditch





Quidditch is the sport of the wizarding world, creating a fervour and loyalty equal to that of any Muggle sport.  





The game is played on broomsticks with seven players per team battling out with a variety of balls to score points.  The Seeker attempts to catch the Golden Snitch





eGroups, 28th Aug 2000, Chapter 8 Summary “The Quidditch World Cup”.  Jen Piersol sums up the chapter devoted to the only Quiddich action in GoF: a match between Ireland and Bulgaria.  We meet the team mascots - Leprechauns and Veela and the star Bulgarian Seeker, Viktor Krum.  “Over the next few (many?) pages, we're treated to spectacular Quidditch moves, special effects from the omnioculars (nose-picking again and again and again, slow-motion gone wrong, etc), and rude gestures from the opposing teams' mascots.  Catlady notes that this is fast-paced Quidditch of a level that Harry had never seen before.





Krum eventually captures the snitch, even though Bulgaria is down by 160 points and it's not going to win them the game.  Fred and George Weasley had bet some money on this happening and Kathleen MacMillan wondered how they managed to predict such an odd outcome: perhaps a few sessions with Professor Trelawney?  Although Harry assumes that Krum caught the Snitch to retain some semblance of pride, Catlady points out that this is only Harry’s assumption and also suggests that the twins had studied team form in placing their bet.





Catlady also suggests that all the players on the Irish team must have attended Hogwarts, and finds it strange that McGonagall had not mentioned any of them.  Simon responded  that perhaps there is another wizarding school in Ireland (which, we clarified, is not part of the British Isles), or that maybe the Irish players were in Houses other than Gryffindor and spread over several school years.





How are the House teams chosen? Y669





Is the selection left to the Professor in charge of the house or are there “tryouts” each year?  Penny notes that in book 2 or 3 Harry was worried that he might lose his place as Seeker because he hadn’t practiced in 2 months - could McGonagall have replaced him if he hadn’t made the grade?





In PS it is stated that there will be House Quidditch trials. [670]





Notable players:





Krum, Bagman, Flint, Wood, Potter








Player pool for Quidditch





Catlady (‘Quidditch’ thread, eGroups, 26th Aug 2000) wondered how big a wizarding population is required to have enough players for all the professional/semi-professional Quidditch teams and to provide the associated financial support.  Acting on the suggestion that there are 20 teams in the British Quidditch league, she proposed a low end guess of 200 active professional Quidditch players and pointed out that this estimate exceeds the apparent number of Quidditch players graduating from Hogwarts each year.





Joywitch referred to the teams of other countries and repeated her earlier (Y6031, Chapter 5 summary) comment that tiny Luxembourg “somehow has enough athletic witches and wizards for a world-class Quidditch team capable of beating JKR’s native Scotland.”  This, she asserts, is stretching logic.  Ellen the Beekeeper proposed that Luxembourg is rich enough to hire the best players and Catlady reminded us that just seven good players or seven good brooms would be enough to sweep the board at the World Cup.





Viktor Krum





Catlady [7340] raised the possibility that Krum was bewitched to play great Quidditch, based on the contrast between his “clumsy and graceless walk” and his “perfect broom-flying”.  Jim Ferer thought that if it were possible to use magic in this way, there would hardly be a need for Hogwarts [7361]  Vicki thought that Krum was just “shy and basically insecure” with one major talent - his Quidditch playing - which he regards as “a freak talent”. [7399]





Quidditch World Cup





6031 (Chap 5 summary) Joywitch points out that tiny Luxembourg “somehow has enough athletic witches and wizards for a world-class Quidditch team capable of beating JKR’s native Scotland.”








The first-year rule [670]





There is a rule that first year students are not allowed to play on the House Quidditch team, but McGonagall talks to Dumbledore about bending the rules in Harry’s case.  Professor Flitwick later refers to the “special circumstances”.








Has there ever been a Quidditch match where the snitch was not caught? Y1726





Dave H suggests that maybe Quidditch has an equivalent to the “Fifty Move Rule” in chess, so that if the snitch is not caught within a certain time, the game is automatically drawn [or based on the score at that point]. [1766]  Paul (smitster1) pointed out an interview with JKR in which she said that a game can last indefinitely and only ends when the snitch is caught. [1867 for URL of clip?]





Lack of Quidditch in Year 4    4073 Captains new players





Several members bemoaned the lack of Quidditch in Harry’s 4th year, due to the Triwizard Tournament.  Simon 4106 commented that this also put off the question of who would be the new Quidditch captains, since there were at least three vacancies.  He suggests that Harry would be a good candidate for captain of Gryffindor in Book 5.  FFA thought this would be one glory too many and proposed Angelina Johnson as captain.





Ebony suggests that the twins should co-captain, or that one of the three chasers should be captain. 6051.  Catlady suggests that the twins should co-captain [6045]  Ebony  also suggests that Dean and Seamus could become Chasers, if Angelina  has left the school in Book 5.  Draco might be made captain of Slytherin in Book 5, and perhaps Cho Chang will be captain of Ravenclaw.





….6045 Dean Thomas, being a fan of West Ham soccer team, was suggested as a replacement for Oliver Wood as Gryffindor Keeper.   Also suggested that the Keeper could be “a big muscular girl” who rooms with Hermione, Lavender and Parvati, but the consensus is that there are only three Gryffindor girls in Harry’s year.  Jim Ferer pointed out that Wood was stocky, like a hockey goalie, and that either of the twins, who are also stocky, would make a good Keeper.





Someone suggested that the Creevey brothers might turn out to be fairly good players and even Ginny has been suggested.





See Ron





 


Gender representation 4309





Professor Nellup commented on how well females were represented in Quidditch and on the fact that it was a unisex sport, something almost unknown in Muggle team sports.  She gave the examples of Cho Chang, the Ravenclaw chaser, and in the World Cup in GoF, two of the three chasers - Mullet and Moran.   








Playable Muggle version of Quidditch





Several members have speculated on ways to reproduce Quidditch without the aid of magic, most of them rather unlikely.  Scott decided that we need anti-gravity, so we should play on the Moon.  He also though broomsticks would be uncomfortable to ride on.  [6113]  Brooks thought a “souped-up Ice Hockey game” would be as good as anything for a sensation of flying. [6119]   ltumc [6168] suggested remote-controlled balls.  





Dave H said a “virtual Quidditch game” was the only kind of HP computer game he would tolerate. [6604] but  [7656] thought this would be too difficult to achieve without having 14 virtual players.  How, for example, would a computer simulate the hunt for the Snitch?





“What if Quidditch… were regulated by the NCAA?”  7127





Margaret (Sarvalsha) posted the text of an article which posed the question “What if Quidditch… were regulated by the NCAA?”[NCAA=National Collegiate Athletics Association].  See Y7127.








Aren’t broomsticks uncomfortable?





Well, yes.  Scott 6113.  Ouch!  Vicki noted that JKR had never mentioned that the brooms had seats and suggested that they “magically disperse the force along your whole legs, instead of just in your groin area”.  Otherwise, the boys would find the brooms a particularly rough ride and “would never grow up to reproduce”. [6179]





Dee [6154] thought it was unlikely that the girls in HP ride ‘side-saddle,’ whereas in “Bedknobs and Broomsticks” witches were expected to “be a lady” and do just that.








Will Ron Weasley ever get a chance to play? Y669





In PS, the Mirror of Erised revealed that it was Ron’s greatest desire to be Captain of the Gryffindor Quidditch team and he is obsessed with the game in general.  Bedroom quote…





Ebony proposes that Ron is made Keeper of Gryffindor House team in Book 5. [6051]  Penny thought Ron would get his chance when the twins and some of the chasers leave.  Mike Gray [6376] suggested that Ron would get to be Keeper and Captain of the team, because he is good at chess, which requires “planning, insight, thinking ahead, laying out a strategy”.  He might join as a “second-string” player and surprise everyone by pointing out a brilliant strategy.





Jen [6074] thought Ron should be a Beater and have one of the twins take over from Wood as Keeper, but Ebony thought the twins should not be split up as they were “like a pair of human Bludgers themselves” (Oliver Wood).





Danemead [6393] was worried that if Ron played on the Quidditch team Voldemort might be better able to cause injury to Harry’s ‘wheezy’. 





In eGroups (‘Quidditch (was: Ron, Hermione and insecurities); 3rd Nov 2000), Jinx noted that Ron has never played A-side Quidditch before.  Captains need to be among the older more experienced players.  Catlady said that when Cedric was introduced, he was said to be Hufflepuff's new Seeker and new Captain, which really made her question why a new team member would be chosen as Captain.  Amanda proposed that Cedric was on the team already and moved to Seeker, rather than being completely new to the team.





Simon thought Ron’s predicament could be part of a vicious cycle. He does not have a good enough broom so is not good enough to get onto the team. Because he is not good enough to get on the team he cannot justify asking his parents for a better broom. So he cannot get on the team.  Although Ron isn’t too proud to borrow a broom for tryouts, Catlady thinks he avoids trying out because he believes that his parents don't have enough money to buy him a decent broom even if he did get on the team.





Draco on Slytherin team





Draco only got into the Slytherin team because Lucius bought brooms for the players [2967]








Why is there only one Quidditch team per House?





FFA wanted to know why there wasn’t a team for each year in the school [1488].  The Gryffindor team hadn’t changed at all since Harry joined as Keeper.  It could be to provide some reinforcement of the identities of the team members across the first three books.   He also raised the fact that there are only about 40 pupils per year and about 70 per House, so perhaps they can only summon up one team per House. [1509]





Reserve players





Melanie Ravenclawlady recalls that, in PS, after Gryffindor’s defeat to Ravenclaw, Harry was in the hospital wing.  Did the team continue without a Seeker, was there an alternate, or did one of the existing team members switch to Seeker?  [1498].  Dee also raised this [6164] and suggested that Ron should be on the second team.  Norevoli pointed out that there are reserve players, because in PS, it is mentioned that Alicia Spinnet had only been a reserve player the year before.  In Ch 7 of GoF the Weasley party come across Oliver Wood, who is now playing for the Puddlemere United reserve team, indicating that there are reserves at professional level. [7630]





Charlie Weasley 





was one of the best Seekers Gryffindor ever had.  He could have played for England if he hadn’t gone off chasing dragons 4561, 4576 [check quote].





Pick-up Quidditch games





Catlady supposes they must occur at the school (extra-curricular) as well as at The Burrow. [5284]








When did Gryffindor last win the House Cup? Quidditch Cup and House Cup





Y5349 - At some point in PoA it says Gryffindor haven’t won the House Cup in seven years, ever since Charlie Weasley was the Seeker.  





Y5352 - Oliver Wood makes the comment above.  (In Book 3, it was the first time in 7 years that Gryffindor won the 


House Quidditch Cup - check quote). Kelley wondered whether the Quidditch Cup was the same thing as the House Cup and Penny concluded that they were separate things.  [See eGroups thread ‘Quidditch Cup & House Cup’]: Chapter 10 (PS) -- Oliver Wood tells Harry that the Quidditch Cup will have their name on it this year.  We aren't told who won the Quidditch Cup since Harry missed the last match, but Penny suggested that it would be whichever House was second to Gryffindor in the Quidditch matches; probably Slytherin since they were ahead in terms of House points in the race for House Cup and we can suppose that winning the Quidditch Cup yields a high number of points for the House who wins it.  Penny suggests that Quidditch success secures points towards the House Cup, either accumulating points through individual matches won or through a set number of points being Quidditch champions.  Kelley added that McGonagall tells the kids she's going to deduct 50 points. from Gryff., and Harry thinks "We'll lose the lead for the House Cup that I just won in the last Quiddich match."  [check this].  Maybe the winning team gets the amount of points they score in the game added to their House points.





Stephanie75 (eGroups ‘Some questions if I may’) wondered how Slytherin won the House Cup six years in a row? If they haven't won the Quidditch Cup in those years, where are they getting the points? Cheating?  Catlady thought that Slytherin did win the Quidditch Cup all those years but was still puzzled by the implication in PoA that Slytherin started their winning streak in the Quidditch Cup one year before their winning streak of the House Cup.  Milz suggested that the other Houses had lost more points than Slytherin, leaving them in a stronger position for the House Cup.





During a discussion about the Weasley boys’ ages, Milz pointed out the importance of Harry being the youngest Quidditch player in 100 years; this was evidence that Charlie Weasley must have been at least a second year student when he began playing for Gryffindor.  Penny said she had the impression that Charlie Weasley had given Gryffindor the Quidditch Cup several years running, and the last time they had won it before PoA was in his final year at Hogwarts.  





Marcus Flint





The Slytherin Captain had to repeat a year, according to an interview with JKR, but 4972 suggests that she just forgot that he would have left. At the end of CoS, when Flint is meant to be taking his NEWTs, Harry’s exams are cancelled, so perhaps all exams were cancelled and Flint was forced to return the following year to take them. 5458 Simon.





Quidditch robes? And hats





Jen Piersol suggests “some synthetic fabric meant to be more aerodynamic and light”. 2055  





As to what is worn under the robes, at one point, we see Harry putting on a t-shirt under his Quidditch robes, but this could be underwear or outerwear, according to Catlady.  Do the players wear jeans or boxer shorts underneath? [3217]  JoAnna refers to p110 of  SS, when Harry and Ron “took off their jackets and pulled on their long black robes.”  This supports the idea that Quidditch robes are worn over ordinary clothes. [3225]





Catlady wondered whether Quidditch hats - with team logos etc - are the same as the pointed witch hats worn otherwise. 5399 and whether the hats worn by the players would fall off during play and also noted that the robes could be cumbersome during play. 5400 





Strategy





See 2627.  Cho’s Comet could not match Harry’s Firebolt, so she just followed his coattails…to see if she could get to the snitch that way.  Simon thinks this would be a stupid stratagem, since the person with the slower broom would have to be in front of Harry in order to block his access to the Snitch [otherwise, he would easily reach it first].  Alternatively, they would have to be searching for the Snitch elsewhere, rather than trailing Harry. [2660] 





The word ‘Bludger’





During the coverage of the Sydney Olympics, Brooks Rowlett noted use of "bludger", to mean someone who hangs around and appears to be working but is not pulling his/her weight.  Resident Aussie, Storm confirmed this and added that politicians refer to 'dole bludgers' (people on social security) and that the word can also be used to describe an undemanding task, as in 'that was a bit of a bludge'.





Oliver Wood





Catlady imagines that Wood is a “nice, sincere, committed guy” and imagines having a conversation with him, in which she tries to get his one-track mind off the topic off Quidditch and on to global warming! [2841]





After Hogwarts, Oliver Wood signs to Puddlemere United reserve team. 7630 Ch 7 summary








Do the flying lessons continue beyond the first year? Y669





We never heard whether Hermione and Neville managed to improve their broomstick skills.





