Harry Potter: Christian Rosycross in Jeans 

by Hans Andréa

The world has been astounded by a book that has taken the public, especially the world’s children, by storm.  The book is being published in seven parts. Only five parts have been published so far, yet already over 250 million volumes have been printed, and the story translated into over 60 languages, including Latin, Ancient Greek, Gaelic and Afrikaans. The book is a smashing success in China, has overwhelming popularity in Brazil, has had unprecedented sales in the United Kingdom and the United States, and people in Vietnam were queuing every month to buy the latest batch of chapters.

How has Harry Potter, the young sorcerer’s apprentice, been able to capture the hearts of hundreds of millions of children and adults around the world?

Let’s summarise the story as it has been published so far.

Once upon a time there were two wizards; one, Dumbledore, was noble, kind and unselfish. The other, Voldemort, also known as the Dark Lord, was evil and cruel and thought only of himself and how to gain power. In wizardry they were equal and Voldemort feared no one but Dumbledore. 

One day a prophecy was made that an extremely good wizard would soon be born. He would become the most powerful wizard and would have the power to vanquish the Dark Lord. Voldemort heard about this prophecy, and when the baby, named Harry Potter, was 15 months old, Voldemort went to the parents’ house to kill Harry. Voldemort killed the father without mercy with his wand, but he told Harry’s mother he would spare her if she would get out of the way. However she protected baby Harry with her body and so the Dark Lord killed her. He then pointed his wand at Harry and pronounced the curse of death. But then a most remarkable and unprecedented thing happened. Instead of killing the baby, the curse rebounded and struck the evil wizard, separating him from his body and removing all his powers. Harry sustained nothing worse than a scar shaped like a lightning bolt on his forehead.

But Voldemort could not die as he had not really been alive. He went far away to recover his powers and somehow obtain a new body. Dumbledore placed the baby with an aunt and uncle who treated him like Cinderella.

9¾ years later, when Harry turned 11, he was invited by Dumbledore, who was Headmaster of a school of magic, situated in an ancient castle, to come to his school for seven years and study wizardry. Meanwhile Voldemort had found allies to help him get back his power and a new body.

Each year the young wizard is confronted by the Dark Lord slowly regaining  strength, or by one of his allies, and each year Voldemort  is defeated or thwarted by the young wizard because of his innocence, his loyalty to Dumbledore, his unselfishness, his courage, his compassion and his love.

This impressive and powerful story has remarkable similarities to another story written 400 years ago. Chymische Hochzeit Christiani Rosencreutz anno 1459 was published in 1616 in Germany and in 1690 in England as The Chymical Wedding Written By Christian Rosencreutz. 

Harry Potter goes to an ancient castle for seven years; in The Chymical Wedding , or The Alchemical Wedding as it is referred to today, Christian Rosencreutz (CRC) goes to a castle for seven days. Both heroes are given a letter of invitation during a violent storm. To reach the castle, Harry travels across a lake with mermaids in it; to reach the Tower of Olympus, where the actual alchemy is performed, CRC travels across a sea with mermaids in it. Harry is faced with being sorted into one of four houses; CRC faces four paths to choose from at the beginning of his journey to the castle. Both books mention Paracelsus. A number of mystery animals are mentioned in both books, for example the phoenix, the unicorn and the griffin. In both the Tower of Olympus and Harry’s castle lives a very ancient man who is in control of the whole proceedings. In both stories the meals are served up by invisible servants. There are many more similarities – too many to be co-incidence.

In part 5 of Harry Potter there are even more similarities than in the other parts. For example both Harry and CRC struggle with a dream of a door they can’t open, and in both stories a dream is mentioned in which scissors play a role. Harry dreams of his two friends, Hermione and Ronald, wearing crowns. CRC sees the young king and queen, who are later reborn after the alchemical process, with a crown hanging over their heads. But the most remarkable co-incidence of all is a secret room. In both stories there is a room that is always locked. In the Alchemical Wedding CRC is told that this is the sepulchre of (sleeping) Venus. In part 5 of Harry Potter we are told that There is a room[...]that[...]contains a force that is at once more wonderful and more terrible than death, than human intelligence, than the forces of nature.[...] It is the power held within that room that you possess in such quantities and which Voldemort has not at all. 1 This force is love, which is called Venus in The Alchemical Wedding.
It is certainly not inappropriate to refer to Harry Potter as an alchemical work. The first part is called Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone, an obvious reference to alchemy. The medieval alchemist Nicholas Flamel is mentioned in part 1, and the name of John Dee is hidden in part 5. John Dee was an alchemist at the time of Queen Elizabeth I. The title of Harry Potter and the Alchemist’s Cell has already been copyrighted for part 7. The author John Granger has devoted a whole chapter to alchemy in his book, The Hidden Key to Harry Potter.  And page 166 has a diagram explaining the alchemical symbolism of the characters. 2
If Harry Potter is alchemical, and if it bears striking resemblances to The Alchemical Wedding, this is extremely significant for the spiritual development of humanity, for the alchemical process of liberating the human being from the time-spatial universe, the purpose of life on earth, is hereby given to humanity in the form of a world-renowned story. There is hardly a person in the world who hasn’t heard of Harry Potter, and many young people are deeply in love with the story and the characters. 

The Alchemical Wedding of Christian Rosycross is one of the standard books of inspiration for modern Rosicrucians. Jan van Rijckenborgh, a leading Rosicrucian of the 20th century, says of this:  The Alchemical Wedding describes for us the Christian-Hierophantic way to unification with the original life through transfiguration. During seven days Christian Rosycross, the prototype of the human being seized in Christ by the Holy Spirit,  goes through various ceremonies, trials and experiences, in order to attain the Great Light at the end. 3
In another book he refers to the Alchemical Wedding when he says: Every time a new light has to be proclaimed in the world, in the service of the great work of mankind’s liberation, it will be kindled by and added to the flame of the ancient candelabrum which can never be extinguished. 4
Can this also be said of Harry Potter? Is it a new light in the service of mankind’s liberation?

The actual work of the alchemical processes in The Alchemical Wedding, as stated above, is carried out in the Tower of Olympus. This tower has seven levels (plus a secret eighth one), symbolizing the liberation of the entire human being with all his vehicles and on all planes of existence in the fallen world. They are:

1. the physical plane

2. the etheric plane

3. the astral plane

4. the mental plane

5. the plane of the mental ego

6. the plane of the emotional ego

7. the plane of the consciousness ego. 5
If we study Harry Potter closely we can clearly see that liberation takes place in parts 1-5 in the first 5 planes in the above order.

In the first part, Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone Voldemort tries to gain access to the Philosopher’s Stone, which is hidden in the castle. As he is without a body at that stage, he takes possession of a teacher, but if he can get hold of the Stone, he can use it to create a new body. Harry discovers this plan and so he and his two friends, Hermione and Ron, go to find the Stone which is guarded by seven magical protections. The Stone is hidden in such an ingenious way, that only one who wanted to find the stone – find it but not use it – would be able to get it out of its hiding place (a magical mirror). 6 

The three children go through most of the hindrances together, but Harry faces the mirror without his friends, together with the teacher possessed by Voldemort. He and the teacher see the Stone in the mirror, and both know that the Stone can bring immortality on earth, a healthy life, and as much gold (money) as one could want; in other words an unending healthy life of luxury and ease. Harry is able to take the stone, because he does not want it for himself. This means that Harry has won the victory on the physical plane. He has symbolically overcome the ties to the physical world.

The second part in the Harry Potter epic, Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets is the part of the story dealing with the etheric plane. An elf plays a very important role in this book. He is enslaved to one of Voldemort’s vassals, called death eaters. Harry liberates the elf by an act of great intelligence, courage and compassion. The second book deals with liberation on the etheric plane, just as the Alchemical Wedding does on the second level of the Tower of Olympus.

The third part, Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban, obviously deals with the astral plane. Emotions are constantly discussed and examined. In the beginning, Harry has no control over his emotions. An aunt comes to visit and she hurts Harry deeply by offensive remarks about his parents. He becomes so angry that he involuntarily causes the aunt to inflate so that she floats to the ceiling like a balloon. 

During his third year at school Harry meets so called dementors. These creatures are obviously astral (they are invisible to ordinary people) and suck out all the good emotions of the people they come near. They can also suck out a person’s soul. Part 3 discusses how Harry learns to deal with them. The only way to drive them off is to create a Patronus Charm. This is an intense concentration of happy emotions and takes up a silvery form. Harry’s Patronus is in the form of the stag. Near the end of the book Harry sees a hundred dementors heading for him and his friends, ready to suck out their souls. He invokes his Patronus and a beautiful silvery stag drives them all away, saving Harry and his friends. This is a scene of overwhelming beauty and power. To those familiar with liberating symbols this speaks the clearest language possible: astral liberation is achieved by focusing on the longing for liberation in the heart. Even if the whole astral world attacks you, the stag in your heart will set you free. 

In the fourth book, Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire, Harry goes through many trials, and in the climax of the book he witnesses the rebirth of Voldemort. Harry is captured by Voldemort’s servant and Harry’s blood is used as one of the ingredients in a black mass to create a new body for Voldemort. 7 Harry is then challenged to a duel by Voldemort in which they face each other with only their wands. Voldemort utters the killing curse and Harry the defensive spell. The two magic forces meet half-way and it becomes a battle of will power. Harry’s mental concentration on defeating Voldemort is so intense that he actually is able to push Voldemort’s curse back into his wand. This is Harry’s victory on the mental plane.

In the last part published so far, Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix, Voldemort begins to take possession of Harry’s mental ego. Harry for the first time becomes egocentric and the evil within him is beginning to play a powerful role. But at the climax Harry feels a powerful love for one who has died for his sake, and this drives Voldemort’s possession out of Harry’s mind. The evil Voldemort cannot bear being inside a person with so much love.

Once we link Harry Potter and Christian Rosencreutz we can see that both stories are allegories of the method of Divine liberation. Are there any other liberating symbols or archetypes in Harry Potter besides the parallels with The Alchemical Wedding? 

Harry Potter is born in Godric’s Hollow to James and Lily Potter.  James can change himself into a stag at will. A hollow is a small valley, and in the name “Godric” we immediately see the word, “God”. This is God’s valley. These symbols certainly are universal. The Tao Teh Ching of Lao Tzu speaks of a valley, and in his explanation of this book, Jan van Rijckenborgh says: The spirit of the valley is the symbol of the heart-sanctuary, the centre of the microcosm. She is the mystic Mother, the rose-bud, the primordial atom. 8
Lily is the symbol for purity; the stag is the symbol for the longing for liberation.  If we live a pure life and have a longing for liberation, a child who will defeat the evil within us will be born in the heart.  A new soul is born in the heart of the pure seeker for liberation.

The term “seeker” is used extensively in the story, because it is the name of the position that Harry plays in the sport, known as quidditch, that is very popular in Harry’s world. In the game two teams play a ball game as they fly around on broomsticks. The game ends when the seeker finds a golden ball with two wings. We immediately recognise this symbol when we look at the Caduceus – the winged staff of Mercury. The winged globe symbolizes the new consciousness which the immortal soul gains when it seeks its High Goal. When the new soul has achieved this Mercury Consciousness, the interplay of opposites as we experience them in our world ceases.

Part 2, Harry Potter and the Chambers of Secrets, contains another obvious liberating archetype. The Chamber of Secrets, where a basilisk has resided since the foundation of the castle,  is deep under the castle. The basilisk is a giant snake which can only be released by the heir of Slytherin, one of the founders of the school. This basilisk is released, and it crawls through the plumbing pipes of the castle, spreading crystallization and death wherever it goes. Harry finds the secret entrance and goes along a pipe down to the Basilisk’s lair. He has nothing with which to defend himself. Before the basilisk attacks him, Harry demonstrates an act of loyalty to the good wizard, and Dumbledore’s phoenix arrives, to give Harry a sword, on which the name GODric Gryffindor is inscribed. The phoenix then attacks the basilisk and pecks out its deadly eyes. Harry holds out the sword when the basilisk attacks him, and the giant serpent impales itself on the sword and dies. Harry is poisoned by a broken fang, but the phoenix drops tears on Harry and he is saved from death.

To those studying the Path of Liberation this is a well-known archetype indeed. The basilisk is obviously the kundalini, situated in the plexus sacralis, at the bottom of the spinal column. This kundalini is the force containing the sum-total of all past incarnations. It is our total karma; the accumulation of all our past experiences. The newborn soul-force, Harry, comes down the sympathetic nerve on the right of the spinal cord, toward the plexus sacralis. He meets the kundalini force there and, provided he is loyal to the Spirit of Liberation, he can defeat the kundalini, thus liberating the candidate on the path of liberation from his karma. Of course the karma is not destroyed as it is a valuable treasure of past experiences, but it is no longer able to exert any controlling influence on the candidate for liberation.

There are some other symbols used in Harry Potter which also clearly refer to the Path of Liberation.

The number 9¾ has already been mentioned. It is the time between the death of Harry’s parents and the invitation to attend school in the castle. However this same number also occurs at a very important moment for each pupil of the wizard school. To travel to the school, the students have to go to platform 9¾ at King’s Cross railway station in London. This number represents the entrance to the magical world. This number “just happens” to be ¾ of 13! To candidates on the Rosicrucian Path of Liberation this number represents the gate to the bridge between this world and the Sixth Cosmic Plane, the home of the Prodigal Son. The ancient Gnostics called this bridge the Thirteenth Aeon. This “fallen universe” is governed by twelve aeons. The Thirteenth Aeon is the bridge, or the express train to the Treasury of Light, as the Gnostic Gospel of the Pistis Sophia calls it. Catharose de Petri, another prominent Rosicrucian of the last century, says of the Thirteenth Aeon: The mysteries of the Thirteenth Aeon are the mysteries of the Universal Chain of Brotherhoods of Christ […] The Thirteenth Aeon, or the Universal Force-field, causes the fifth element of  root-substance, namely fire-ether or electric ether, together with the four other ether substances, to  break forth into divine light-force. The Thirteenth Aeon will abide forever. 9
As mentioned above, Harry has a scar in the form of a bolt of lightning on his forehead. Jan van Rijckenborgh says, But the Lord said to Cain: ‘Whoever slays Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold.’ And the Lord set a mark upon Cain, lest any finding him should kill him. The fourth candelabrum in the head sanctuary blazes up like a streak of lightning to blind every adversary 10 Harry bears the sign of Cain, who symbolizes the Son of Fire, the fallen child of God.

The most wonderful proof that Harry Potter is indeed a liberating tale is in the comparison to the traditional system of initiation of the Rosicrucians. The first five steps in liberation are called Mercury, Venus, Mars Jupiter and Saturn. 11 The properties of each step are related to the characteristics attributed to the Roman Gods. 

Mercury symbolizes a new consciousness. This provides the candidate with direct knowledge. Mercury is the messenger of the Gods, and when the candidate has passed the Mercury Initiation he knows what God wants him to do. He knows how to proceed with the further steps in liberation and he knows how to help others go the Path.

How does Harry Potter meet Mercury? One of his pair of best friends is called Hermione. That is the female form of Hermes, the Greek name for Mercury! 

In the Alchemical Wedding, CRC goes into the sepulchre of Venus. Harry is told about the same mysterious room in his world, and that he has an abundance of the force which is in there. No doubt this will be expanded upon in the next part of the book. This is obviously the Venus initiation.

In part 4 Harry has the battle of wills against Voldemort. His triumph there is the passing of the Mars initiation.

Jupiter is the leader of the Gods and in part 5 Harry is chosen as a leader in the fight against the forces of darkness. This is indeed a very beautiful part of the books. The way Harry is chosen and accepts is so classical and conforms so perfectly to the way leaders in the fight for human liberation are chosen that it leaves no doubt about the value of this masterpiece of liberating literature. Jan van Rijckenborgh says about the vocation of the worker: It is known that all genuine servants of the Gnosis were quite astounded when they were called to their tasks. They certainly had no ambitions or plans in that direction. But that is why they were successful.12 Harry is most surprised to be asked to lead, and his modesty and self-effacing words are a great joy to read. He indeed does turn out to be a great leader and teacher.

Saturn is represented in legends as the God of death and time, and in Rosicrucian traditions the Gate of Saturn is the end of life in this fallen universe. Every human being passes through the Gate of Saturn at the end of every incarnation. A new incarnation follows later. However when the candidate on the Path of Liberation passes through the Gate of Saturn this is a totally different kind of death. The Gate of Saturn represents the death of the total self-sacrifice of the fallen human being, and the resurrection of the original divine human being in an indestructible body of unsurpassable majesty and glory.

The Gate of Saturn is starkly obvious in Harry Potter part 5. Harry and his friends see an archway with a veil hanging in front of it. One of Harry’s friends falls through the archway and never returns. He is dead.

If Harry Potter does truly bring the liberating message, it should be easy to predict the main things that happen in the next two books.

The next two levels in the Tower of Olympus are 

6. The plane of the emotional ego

7. The plane of the consciousness ego.

The emotional ego is situated in the inner sanctuary of heart, the temple-tomb of Venus. Harry will no doubt enter this room and, like CRC, he will be punished by becoming a gatekeeper (and yet coming home). This makes him a bodhisattva, a Master of Compassion. Harry’s heart will be liberated and filled with Love forever.

On the plane of the consciousness ego, Harry will pass through the Gate of Saturn – not to die the ordinary death of us who are shackled to the wheel of reincarnation, but the death of total self-sacrifice, resulting in the resurrection of the Son of God in an imperishable and indestructible body of glorious majesty. 

To understand how Harry Potter will defeat Voldemort and liberate himself from his finite consciousness, we need to look at the prophecy.  Part of this says ...and either must die at the hand of the other for neither can live while the other survives...13 This is strongly reminiscent of a sentence in The Voice of the Silence, by HP Blavatsky. Verse 56 says, The Self of matter and the SELF of Spirit can never meet. One of the twain must disappear; there is no place for both. 14 This is the key to understanding the prophecy. Harry will not kill Voldemort. The divine soul does not fight. It always withdraws from conflict and radiates love to take its place. Evil always destroys itself in the presence of love, and that is what Voldemort will do. And Harry will liberate his consciousness ego, thus entering the universal, omniscient, multidimensional and divine consciousness. He will come Home, but his compassion for humanity will make him work for its redemption until the last fallen soul has returned to the Father’s arms.
The story of Harry Potter is so powerful that it has the potential radically to change the future of humanity. There is a great likelihood that a new religion will form as a result of the power that emanates from the work. The founder of the Anthroposophical movement, Dr Rudolf Steiner, said that from the beginning of this millennium all religions will become united in the mystery of the Rosycross.15 Harry Potter is the new Christian Rosencreutz – in jeans.
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